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AkiblhaCl
The primary purpose of this thesis was to present a
production and development history of the early Louth
Louisiana oil fields and to determine to what extent these
oil developments have influenced population in surrounding
areas.
The study indicates that in nearly every instance where
a major oil field has been discovered, population figures
have risen.

The exceptions have been in instances where oil

fields were located in remote, uninhabited areas.

Towns and

cities most decidedly influenced by oil developments were:
Jennings, Lake Quarles, houma, Hackberry, Vinton, and New
Iberia.

*tany other towns and villages were affected to a

lesser extent.

Figures are given which indicate that

increases and decreases of population in oil field areas
have paralleled increases and decreases in oil production.
No attempt has been made to discuss fields discovered
since 1935.

It is felt that those discussed in this thesis

will definitely prove the close relation between oil and
population.

x

INTRODUCTION
This work began as a production and development history
of the oil fields discovered in South Louisiana between
1901 and 1935.

The year 1935 was chosen because too many

oil fields have been discovered since that time to discuss
in a work of this type.

Enough of the Deep Production

Period is discussed to indicate trends in discoveries and
productions during this period.
discovered at a rapid rate.

New fields are still being

The author was especially

interested in this project because his first seventeen years
were spent in oil-field towns.
After research on the original project had been com
pleted, many questions arose concerning the effect of the
oil industry on such things as buisness, transportation, and
population.

Because of limited time the author decided to

concentrate on population - to see if there was any possible
connection between population increases and decreases and
production in nearby fields.

It has been realized by some

that oil has had a definite effect as early as 1930.

T.

Lynn Smith, author of a number of pamphlets on population
growth in Louisiana, early recognised this influence.

In

discussing population he says, nAmong the regions where
growth of population has proceeded most rapidly during the
last few years, the gas and oil producing and/or refining
xi

xii

districts about New Orleans, Shreveport, baton Rouge,
Monroe, and Lake Charles are conspicuous."1
presented in the pages that follow.

The results are

No attempt has been

made to indicate anything but actual population gains and
losses.

Other effects have been omitted.

In eaoh instance development and production in each
individual field is discussed.

At the end of each period

is a discussion on the effect upon the population in the
areas in which the fields are located.

All population

figures are taken from U. S, Bureau of Census figures.
This study covers a period of thirty-four years; from
the first oil well in Louisiana, at Jennings, in 1901,
through the last field in South Louisiana for 1935.

A look

at the records indicate that no oil was produced in
Louisiana before 1901; however, the story of oil in this
area goes back to the Civil War period, and perhaps even
before then.

The oil was obtained from various oil and gas

seeps in the area.

At that time it was used for lubrication

and medicinal purposes.
Around the beginning of the twentieth century the
fabulous Spindletop field wae discovered near Beaumont,

Smith

T

L u n , T h e g r o w t h o f Population in
1
8
9
0 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1930), 13.

xili
Texas.

This led to a search for oil along the Louisiana

Gulf Coast.

Tests were begun at Jennings, Anse La butte,

Welsh, and Bayou Bouillon between 19C1 and 1903.
The first well completed in the entire state was the
Jennings Oil Company's Jennings Clement Wo. 1.
was completed in August, 190],

This well

It was drilled by Mr. Scott

Heywood, one of the most famous of the early oil men of
Louisiana.
The history has been divided into three periods:

the

Pioneer Period (1901-1917); the Intermediate Period, which
began in 1924 after a period of seven years during which no
new fields were discovered; and the Deep Production Period
from late 1929 to the present.

The latter period is the

one during which most of our fields have been discovered,
it is characterised by flank production at depths usually
ranging from 5»0G0 feet through 15,000 feet.
Today Louisiana ranks third in the number of oil-pro
ducing states in the United States.

Only the much larger

etateB of Texas and California surpass its production.
Fifty-six of the state's sixty-four parishes combine to
produce nearly 650,000 barrels of oil daily.

It is not

surprising to note that the oil Industry is the state's
biggest industry.

It provides the state with a tax sum

equal to nearly half of her total revenue.
Of the 650,000 barrels of oil produced daily, about

xiv
525,000 barrels are produced in South Louisiana.

The story

behind this production will be unfolded in the pages that
follow.
Production figures for the years before 1921 wore taken
from Arnold and Kenmitzer, Petroleum in the United States.
Figures for all other years were compiled from the Louisiana
Department of Conservation’s Biennial Reports.

Data on the

history of the individual fields was taken from the Biennial
Reports and from sources listed in the bibliography.

PART ONE
THE PIONEER PERIOD

2
In 1906 the Jennings field produced over nine million
barrels of oil, a figure that stands out in the history of
oil production,

it must be remembered that at this time

there were no restrictions or regulations concerning the
amount of oil produced.
Although this history does not deal with the refining
end of the oil Industry, it might be mentioned that during
this period, in 1906, the famous Standard Oil Company
refinery at Baton Rouge was built.
Population in towns near the fields was affected with
the increase and decrease of oil in the fields.

It is not

mere coincidence that Jennings and Vinton were the towns
most directly affected.

These are located near the fields

with the greatest accumulated total of oil in South
Louisiana.

Population here has fluctuated with fluctuations

in production.

Greatest population increases have been

recorded during "boom” periods in the fields.
Pine Prairie and Bayou bouillon were not important
producers during this period.

Pine Prairie did not become

an important producer until 1942; Bayou Bouillon has never
been important.

In discussing population these two have

been omitted since their discoveries have had no effect on
the population.

ChAPTeR 1
fie ld s d is c o v e r d d u r in g p io n e e r p e r io d
T h e je n n in g s fie ld ,

a Ca DIA

PARISH

1901
The Jennings field, as previously mentioned, was discovered in 1901.

Around 1926 this field was proven to be a

piercement-type salt dome with super cap and flank pro
duction.

The field is also called the Evangeline field

because of its location near a small town of the same name.
It Is located in Township 9 South, Range 2 West, Acadia
Parish, about seven miles northeast of Jennings,
Even before 1901 the residents of Acadia Parish had
noted the escape of gas from the soil.

The completion of the

Lucas gusher at spindletop, near Beaumont, Texas, in
January, 1901, aroused much interest around Jennings,

a

group of Jennings businessmen decided to try for oil.

They

were very fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Scott
Heywood, a young pioneer in the Spindletop field.

Mr.

Heywood immediately organised the Jennings Oil Company,

He

next persuaded wr. Jules Clement to lease them a tract for
the location,

Mr. Clement was very reluctant because he

said the men would only make holes for his cattle to fall
into and break their legs.

3

Drilling went on until August,1901, when the well was
completed at 1,822 feet.

As mentioned previously, the well

was not financially successful.

The first really successful

well was Jennings ho. 2, brought in by ueywood brothers on
June 28, 1902.
day.

This well produced 7,000 barrels of oil per

This well later caught fire and burned for one week,

causing an estimated damage of 4*20,000.
The development after this was rapid.

The wooden

*

derricks were so numerous for the next four years that it
was possible to step from one derrick floor to that of an
other.
of oil.

In 1906 the field produced over 9,000,000 barrels
A pipe line, storage tanks and loading racks were

built by Heywood brothers.
produced.

Oil was sold as soon as it was

It sold for thirteen cents per barrel.

the oil had to be stored in open pits.

At times

Two wells were

distinguished by large steady outputs; Bass and Beckenstein
No. 1 produced one and one-half million barrels of oil in
one hundred forty-five days.

Another, the Wilkins No. 2,

produced 999,BOO barrels in eighty-two days.

From 1902 to

1923 the field produced approximately 46,000,000 barrels.
This was from the shallow sands on top of the done or from
the cap rock.
in June, 1929, the yount-Lee Oil Company (now Stanolind
Oil and Gas Company) brought in the first deep well from
the east flanks.

This well was Wo. 6 Houssiere-Latrelle

5
completed at 7,294 feet*

Its production was 2,500 barrels.

No success was made In attempting to produce from the north
and nortneast flanks.
Following continuous drilling by Yount-Lee and
Stanolind Oil and Gas Company (although there was little
other activity in the field), Shell Petroleum Corporation
staked No. 1 Conover Community in section 40 in the south
eastern flank and opened production in June, 1936, Prom
twenty-five feet of sand bottomed at 6,330 feet.

Thus

began the third stage in the development of this remarkable
field.

The "boom* was on again.

This well was followed by Superior Oil Producing
Company*s No. 1 William Leckelt on the west flank at 6,330
feet.

This was followed by further action by this company,

by A. 0. Glassell on the Trushel lease, by Shell Petroleum
Corporation on the Community lease, by Stanolind Oil and Gas
Company on the Houssiere-Latrails lease, and by S. Rhodes
and others on the lowa-Jennings tract.
Up to 1937 this field had produced in excess of
$0,000,000 barrels of oil, most of which was produced from
the shallow sands.
107,729,000 barrels.

By 1949 the field had produced
To ths end of 1949, seven hundred

twelve wells had bssn completed.

6
TADLE I:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE JENRINGS FIELD

1902
1903
1904
1905
190b
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

548,617
892,609
6,683,066
8,891,l 16
9,025,174
4,895,905
4,856,889
1,624,000
1,624,000
1,180,000
1,160,000
791,000
412,000
436,000
517,000
399,000
369,000
347,000

2 3 2 ,0 0 0

187,536
156,600
149,378
142,406
271,375

385,417
343,376
299,030
540,688
534,850
238,485
289,309
405,150
432,858
633,286
738,891
2,890,512
7,569,031
8,307,695
5,476,247
4,996,807
4,996,611
3,437,154
2,871,213
2 ,4 4 8 ,6 2 5
2,025,768
1,807,819
1,489,990
1,206,050

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 107*729,000 Barrels of Oil
Answe la butte, ST. martin parish
1902
The

a nse

La Butte field is located in Township 9 South,

Range 5 East, St. martin Parish.

It is situated between the

Teche and Vermilion rivers, about four miles east of the
city of Lafayette.
A visitor to the field would immediately note the
existence of a dome between the combination of depression
and hill.

This has given the field its name, "anse" which

7
means a depression or cove, and "butte" which means rising
ground or knoll*
It was noted before the turn of the century that
quantities of gas were escaping here.

Dr. Gilbert 'j,

Harris, the first state Geologist for the state of Louisiana,
observed this as early as 1899 when ne visited the dome.
activity at spindletop caused a flurry of activity
around Anse La butte.

The *4oresi Brothers of Jeanerette

drilled their pioneer well during the fall of 1901,

The

Heywood Brothers, who had discovered the Evangeline field,
also began activity here around that time.

Their Heywood

Ho. 1, drilled on the north side of the swamp, was the
first well to establish the fact that considerable
quantities of oil existed at Anse La Butte.

The first pro

ducing well wae completed in 1902.
Between 1902 and 1904 several wells producing less
than 100 barrels per day were completed; however, it was not
until 1905 that oil was produced commercially.
during that year was 9,000 barrels.

Production

Besides the two

companies previously mentioned, the Lake Oil Company and the
Gulf Refining Company were active in the field.

In 1907

considerable interest was aroused when the Lake Oil Company* s
Ho, 7 was completed at 1,865 feet.

This well produced 3,000

to 4,000 barrels of oil daily for about ten days when pro
duction decreased and the well began making salt water.

Peak production for those early years was reached in 19C8,
when the field produced 219,265 barrels of oil.
proauction gradually declined,

After this

although over 200,000

barrels of oil were produced in 1908, by 1937 only 741,113
barrels had been produced.

During this time there was

intermittent drilling by several companies including the
Gulf Production Company and the Humble Oil and refining
Company.
Activity was highly accelerated and the field really
"came into its own” when Glassell and Glassell, in
February, 1940, uncovered a commercially productive sand at
a depth of 4,650 feet on the southeast flank of the dome.
During 1940 there were about ten productive aands discovered
in the field.

Activity was carried on by Glassell and

Glassell, Stanollnd Oil and Gas Company, the Iberia
Petroleum Corporation, and 0. W. Dyer.

The production of

the field was so increased that 409,839 barrels of oil were
produced in 1940 as compared to 15,000 barrels in 1939.
Production increased until in 1944, when 2,661,302 barrels
of oil were produced.

Through the end of 1949, one

hundred fifteen wells had been completed.
duced a total of 21,820,707 barrels of oil.

These had pro
Of the wells

drilled, eighty-nine were producing oil in December 1949.
During 1948 six wells were completed.
during 1949.

Five were completed

TABLE II:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE ANSE LA BUTTE FIELD

1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1906
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1916
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

„

-

«

M

-

«

1926
1927
1926
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1946
1949

9,000
25,000
60,000
219,265
36,000
44,000
63,000

2 5 ,0 0 0

6,000
19,000
21,000
13,000
5,000
3,000
mm

mm

—

—

—

45,000
34,000
16,000
10,000
6,090

3,355
4,629
4,164
2,636
2,226
12,310
16,364
13,640
6,594
2,950
- - 36,101
51,534
15,500
409,639
1,525,622
2,252,494
2,246,479
2,661,302
2,485,910
2,452,412
2/426,066
2,385,325
2,165,090

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 21,620,707 Barrels of Oil
bayou

bouillon,

ST.

martin

parish

1902
Although the Bayou Bouillon field is one of the oldest
in the state, it has never produced oil commercially in any
great quantities.

Since activity was prevalent here right

after the turn of the century; however, it should be
mentioned for this period.

10
The Bayou Bouillon dome is located in Township 9
South, Range 8 and 9 Bast, St. Martin Parish,

It is in the

Atchafalaya swamps, about sixteen miles northeast of St.
Martinville.
Attention was called to the field in 1902 when four
wells were started.

Some oil was bailed from the Heywood

Ho* 2, establishing the fact that oil was present.
these tests were abandoned.
modically.

In 1903

Activity continued spas

Crowley Oil and Mineral Company, Gulf Refining

Company, Emerson and Sutton, and Ryeade Oil Corporation were
all active in the field during the years that followed.
In May, 1928, Rycade Oil Corporation began drilling
four new tests.

The first to be completed was their

Bouillon Fee Ho. 2,
daily.

It came in producing 300 barrels of oil

Their State No. 1 was completed in August and pro

duced 1,600 barrels.

In September, State No. 2 came in

producing 1,822 barrels of oil.
duced 199,53A barrels of oil.

In 1928 the field pro
It declined to 66,000 barrels

in 1929.
In July, 1929, the Humble Oil and Refining Company
acquired a half interest in the holdings of the Ryeade Oil
Corporation.

These two continued development of the field.

Nine tests were drilled.

Of these only two were producers.

Operations in the field were discontinued in August 1931.
No production was reported until 1936,

During that year,

11
the National Petroleum Corporation completed their well,
State Bayou Bouillon 1-A.
barrels of oil.

Production for 1936 was 11,569

Peak year of production for the field was

1940 when 22,118 barrels of oil were produced.

Production

then declined until in 1946 and 1949 no production was
reported.

Through 1949 fifteen wells had been completed.

These had produced 426,000 barrels of oil.
TABLE III:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE BAYOU BOUILLON FIELD

1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1906
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1916
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

— - ~
~
mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

...
mm

m>

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

.
.
.
.
mm

mm

.
.
.
.

mm

.
.
.
.

mm

mm

...
mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

«•

mm

mm

mm

...
...
...

1926
1927
1926
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1946
1949

...
...
199,534
0 6 ,000
77,161
mm

mm

mm

* -

m

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

• «
11,569
764
14,694
11,703
22,118
6,680
11,304
8,010
687
2,510
704
381
m

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 426,000 Barrels of Oil

THE WELSH FIELD, JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH
1903
Taking its place among the oldest fields of Louisiana
is the Welsh field.

It is located in Township 9 South,

Range 5 West, Jefferson Davis Parish,
about twelve miles west of Jennings.

The field is located
It is supplied by

supply houses at Lake Charles and Jennings.
It is said that oil was first indicated in this field
by gas bubbling up in a "Mr. Wood’s" irrigation well.
first well was drilled on the Wood’s farm in 1901.
hole was ruined and abandoned at 1,050 feet.

The

This

The discovery

well, the Welsh Home Development and Oil Company No. 2 blew
out at about 1,012 feet in the summer of 1902.
Between 1902 and 1905 fifteen wells were drilled, about
half of which were producers.

The daily production in

august, 1904)was between 30 c and 400 barrels.

It may be

noted that none of the early wells produced for any great
length of time.

Nearly all of these were brought in at a

depth of around 1,000 feet.
Besides the pioneer company other early companies
operating in the field were the Texas Company, the Deoatur
Oil and Mineral Company, and the Southwestern Oil Company.
In 1910 the Welsh field produced 55,000 barrels of
12

13
oil.

This was the peak for its early years.

fell off after 1910,

It ceased altogether in 1917.

only 4,540 barrels were produced.
1923 no production is noted.
with 1,309 barrels.

In 1913

For the years 1919 to

In 1924 production was revived

This continued until a peak of 59,777

barrels was reached in 1929.
this.

Production

Production declined after

No wells were drilled during 1943.
Most of the production in the Welsh field has come

from Pliocene and Lower Miocene formations.

Through 1943

one hundred seventy-three wells were completed.

These

wells have produced a total of 739,000 barrels of oil.
During 1943 only four wells were producing; all by
artificial lift.
TABLE IV:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE WELSH FIELD

1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1903
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1913
1919

2 5 ,0 0 0
36,000
10,000
24,000
47,000
32,000
26,000
55,000
28,000
22,000
31,000
19,000
16,000
4,000
- — —
5,000
** “ -

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940
1941
1942

14,706
10,190
30,380
59,777
53,347
4,759
14,929
16,240
11,959
13,250
11,879
10,366
9,693
9,019
9,08?
33,134
16,094

14
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1943

«
-

-

—

—

-

-

-

-

1,309
7,432

15,356
13,737
21,349
14,530
15,710
13,799

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 739*000 Barrels of Oil
VINTON, Ca LCASIEU PARISH
1910
The Vinton, or Ged, dome is located in the south
central portion of Township 10 and 11 South, Range 12 West,
Calcasieu Parish.

It is located between Vinton and Ged.

As early as 1902 there was activity in the field;
however, no success was reached until 1910.
wells were reported.

In 1905 four

These wells were pumped by hand and

yielded an average of fifteen gallons of oil per day.
Between 1902 and 1905 at least six attempts to drill deep
wells were reported.

Three were reported unsuccessful in

getting down to desired depths because the rotary drill was
unable to penetrate a thick stratum of gravel which was
found about 400 feet deep.

The wells that did pass this

stratum did not find oil in sufficient quantities to pump.
In June, 1910, the discovery well, the Sabine Oil and
Mineral Company's Johnson Vincent No. 1, was brought in.
This well produced sixty barrels of oil daily from a depth

15
of 2 ,2 3 0 feet.

Production for the field dipped to 9 3 2 ,0 0 0

barrels of oil in 1912 from a total of over 2,000,000
barrels the preceding year.

It rose again and continued to

produce from one to two million barrels of oil until 1935
when it dropped below that iaark.

It was not until 193?

that production fell below the 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 -barrel-yearly mark.
In 1944 renewed activity increased production to 1,952,363
barrels of oil as compared to 6 6 4 652 barrels the year
before.

During 1940 and 1945 there were forty-four wells

completed.

In 1946 production was increased to over

3,000,000 barrels.
completed,
produced.

During 1946 - 1947 twenty wells were

In 1947 a peak of 3 ,6 4 5 * 1 6 0 barrels of oil were
This declined somewhat during 1946.

Six wells

were completed during that year to bring the total number
of wells drilled in the field to five hundred thirty-one.
Seven wells were drilled during 1949*

It is remarkable to

note that although the field was thirty-nine years old in
1949 there were still one hundred twenty-one producing
wells.

Of the fields in South Louisiana only the Jennings

and Iowa fields could surpass its accumulated total of

6 3 ,1 7 6 , 1 4 6 barrels of oil.
TABLE V:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE VINTON FIELD

1910

27,000

1930

1,170,019

TABLE V;
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929

G w ^ T liiU b D

2,454,000
932,000
1,889,000
1,465,000
1 ,2 3 4 ,0 0 0
1,640,000
1,595,000
1,839,000
1,592,000
1,333,000
1,256,000
1,495,800
1,943,230
1,930,621
2,409,930
2,215,270
1,811,139
1,598,441
1,498,230

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1,933,309
1,836,309
1,380,400
1,159,530
914,873
618,524
453,271
431,650
407,047
301,434
324,641
367,688
664,652
1,952,363
2,705,956
3,371,209
3,645,180
3,576,333
3,739,612

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 63,176,146 Barrels of Oil
THE EDGerley FiELD, Ca LCASIEU Pa rrish
1912
The Edgerley Field is located in Township 9 South,
Range 11 West, Calcasieu Parish.

It is approximately half

way between Lake Charles, Louisiana and Beaumont, Texas.
As early as 1906 gas seepages and paraffin dirt,
particularly in the marsh near the northeast corner of
Section 28, attracted attention to the area.
was commenced in September 1907.

This well blew out at

1,560 feet making dry gas and sand.
Several failures followed.

The first well

It was then abandoned.

The first producing well, which

17
consequently is referred to

as the discovery well, was the

Bright Oil Company’s Bright No, 1, completed in 1912 at
1,500 feet.

Initial production was two hundred fifty

barrels of oil daily.
The structure is a salt dome with the top of the caprock at a depth of 3,958 feet and the top of salt at 3,991
feet.
Annual production for the field during the 30’s stayed
around 50 ,0 0 0 barrels until in 1940 it was raised to 96,651.
This was further increased to 119,904 barrels of oil in
1941*

This increase was brought about by completion of

three wells by the Emerson Oil Corporation,

Two other wells,

one by the same company and another by Culf Refining
Company, were abandoned.
et al No, 2, was drilled.

The Gulf well, Heirs Charles Miller
During 1943 and 1944 production

declined.
In 1945 s new oil sand was discovered at 9,325 feet,
about one mile south of shallow production.

This activity

raised oil production to 117,091 barrels for 1946 and
118,614 barrels for 1947.

During the 1948 - 1949 period the

discovery of new Miocene sands extended the field two miles
to the northwest.

Nine wells were drilled during this

period.
Through 1949 one hundred ninety wells had been
completed.

Of these, twelve were still producing.

18
Production 1'or 1949 was 153»102 barrels of oil.

The ac

cumulated total through the same year was 9,244,760
barrels.

Production has been from Upper Miocene (3,060

feet to 4,232 feet) and Lower Miocene (9,325 feet to 9,350
feet) sands.
TABLE VI:

ANNUaL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE EDGERLEy FIELD

1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930

250

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

«•«•

86,000
1,403,000
1,252,000
806,000
512,000
361,000
379,000
219,000
150,200
125,480
159,444
179,506
214,775
407,598
359,522
239,654
165,981

109,469
21,005
53,600
57,095
52,738
55,404
56,983
56,215
58,144
96,651
119,904
92,021
56,848
34,614
71,352
117,091
118,614
184,976
153,102

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 9,244,760 Barrels of Oil
PINE PRAIRIE FIELD, EVANGELINE PARISH
1912
The Pine Prairie field is located in Township 3 South,
Range 1 West, Evangeline Parish.

It is easily reached by

19
highway.
Even before tne Civil War the outcrop of limestone was
known to early settlers.

About 1908 the Myles Mineral

Company prospected for limestone and salt, but no develop
ment was started.
The discovery well for the field was the Myles Mineral
Company’s ho, 8, located on the west side of the dome.

It

was completed in 1912 with an estimated initial production
of 1,000 barrels per day.

This well soon sanded up;

however, its completion was enough to cause much activity.
From 1912 to 1915 seventeen wells were drilled; however,
only two came in as small producers.

Intermittent drilling

continued, although there was no production.

Between the

date of the discovery well and 1925 no less than thirty
unsuccessful wells had been drilled.

The companies

attempting these wells were the Myles Mineral Company, the
Amerada Petroleum Corporation, and the Louisiana Oil and
Refining Company.
The first producing well, which might easily be called
the discovery well, was C. I. Production Company’s
Evangeline Land and Mineral Company No. 1.

This well was

completed April 22, 1941 at 8,236 feet with an initial
production of 810 barrels of oil.
coekfield sands.

This production was from

This was followed during 1941 by

completion of eight more producers.

Four of these were by

20
the Gulf Refining Company,
Activity in late 1941 and early 1942 was to definitely
establish the field as an oil-producing dome.

This activity

was aroused by the completion of three producers:

E. J.

Nicklos* 2 Reed, located on the southeast flank, which came
in producing 780 barrels of oil daily at 7,792 feet;
Humble*8 1 Guillory on the northwest flank, which came in
producing 400 barrels daily at 8,300 feet; and Stanolind*s 1
Ardoin on the northeast flank,
Since 1943 the field has produced over a million
barrels of oil annually.

The peak year was 1944 when

1,951,728 barrels were produced.

In the thirty years pre

ceding 1942 only 255,685 barrels of oil had been produced.
During the next eight years this accumulated total had been
raised to 12,650,925,
The total proven area of the field is 1,460 acres.
hundred three wells had been completed through 1949.

One

The

producing formations are the Cockfield Sparta and the Wilcox
of the Eocene.

Accumulated production through 1949 was

12,650,925 barrels of oil.

Production for 1949 was

1,421,713 barrels of oil.
TABLE VII:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE PINE PRAIRIE FIELD

1912

2,000

1931
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TABLE VII:
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930

CONTINUED
mm

mm

mm

00

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

0m

mm

mm

0m

1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
193*
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

...
mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

...
...
mm

m0

m»

mm

mm

mm

00

00

00

...
...
...

253,6*5
875,050
1,423,503
1,951,72*
1,943,233
1,824,969
1,549,173
1,407,871
1,421,713

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 12,6
IBERIa Fl&LD, IBERIA PARISH
1917
The Iberia field, situated in the swamps surrounding
Little Bayou, is one

of the early fields

of Iberia Parish.

It has also been called the Little Bayou

or New Iberia

dome*

of Township 12

It is located

South, Range 7 Last,

in the eastern part

Iberia Parish, about six miles east of

the city of New Iberia.
The field was one of the many discovered through the
presence of gas seepages and paraffin beds.

It was first

explored by the Gulf Oil Company and New Iberia Oil Company.
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This led to completion of the discovery well in 1917.
Initial production wa^ from a depth of 1,078 feet.

Pro

duction declined rapidly until Gulf ceased its operations.
Through 1933 the total production was 47,000 barrels of oil.
From the time of the discovery well to 1935 there was
little activity in the field.

William Helis in 1935 opened

production from a deeper sand at 4,737 feet with an initial
production of 2,500 barrels per day.

This well was the

So. 3 Bernard drilled under the name of Canal Oil Company.
Following completion of this well drilling activity
increased rapidly.

In 1935 production of the field was

raised to 634,396 barrels of oil.

In 1936 thirteen pro

ducers were completed; five by the Texas Company and eight
by the Canal Oil Company,

The following year the Texas

Company brought in twelve producers out of thirteen wells
drilled.

The Canal Oil Company completed seven out of

eight wells as producers.

This enabled the field to reach

its peak production of 6,150,391 barrels.

Since that time

production in the field has gradually declined.
field produced 1,573,557 barrels of oil.

In 1949 the

This brought its

accumulated total to 41,755,295 barrels of oil produced
from one hundred twenty-eight completed wells over a period
of thirty-two years, ranking it seventh in accumulated
production of oil fields of South Louisiana.

No new wells

were completed in the field during 1940 and 1949.

At the

end of 1949 twenty-three wells were still producing.

Most

of the production has been from Upper ^ioceno sands.

Table VIII:

a NMJAL

PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)

FOR THE IBERIA FIELD
1917
191$
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1923
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933

2 5 ,0 0 0
10,000
9,000
3,000

...

...
...
mm

«a

«»«»«•
...
mm

...
...

1934
1935
1936
1937
1933
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1943
1949

34,974
634,396
2,457,742
6,150,391
5,329,393
4,143,521
3,041,274
2,765,371
2,296,051
2,610,253
2,613,123
2,156,103
1,741,315
1,523,963
1,555,511
1,573,557

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 41,755,295 Barrels of Oil

CHAPTER II

Population: pioneer period
During the Pioneer Period, fields were discovered in
six parishes.

Of these eight fields the ones at Bayou

Bouillon and Pine Prairie were fields in na;ue only; conse
quently the population in these areas was not affected.'*'
JENNINGS
ii very good example of the effect of the discovery of
oil on the population of an area is the growth of the town
of Jennings.

At the turn of the century this was an agri

cultural village in the eastern part of what was then
Calcasieu Parish.

In 1900 the population was 1,539.

Ten

years later, during which time the Jennings field was
developed, the population had more than doubled.

The towns

of Lake Arthur and Elton (both nearby) did not exhibit this
riee in population; consequently it can be safely stated
that the petroleum industry was vital in this increase,
detween 1914 and 1930, the period in which production
declined in the field, the town showed a very slow increase
and at one instance showed an actual decrease,

whereas in

the decade 1900-1910 the population had increased by 2,386

ducer.

^Bayou Bouillon never has been an important pro
Pine Prairie really "came into its own” in the 1940,s.
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residents, the increase for the two decades 1910-1930 was
only slightly over 100 residents’
.

In 1936 when the field

experienced its second "boom” , population began to rise
again,

between 1930 and 1940 population figures for the town

rose from 4,036 to 7,343 and have continued to rise with
continued production in this field and other nearby fields.
Although the greatest effect of the field has been on
the population of Jennings, in Jefferson La vis Parish, we
might take a glance at the population in bard 4, Acadia
Parish, where the field is located.

Between 1900 and 1910

the population increased 1,457 residents.

This might be

compared to a population increase of only 607 residents in
Ward *>, a neighboring "country ward".
attributed to the oil industry.

This rise can be

Between 1910 and 1920, when

the field was declining, population figures showed a drop of
635 residents.

This began to rise again with renewed

activity in the late 1930’s.

With the second "boom", pro

duction again rose and so did the population.

In the decade

1930-1940 only wards 3 and 6, the "town" wards of Church
Point and Crowley, showed a greater actual increase.

As

production dropped in the 1940*e so did population.

The

1950 census shows a decrease of 1,350 residents in Ward 4 ,
A nsE LA BUTTE
The Anse La Butte field, located near the town of
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Breaux Bridge in ot. Martin Parish, had only a little effect
on the population in ward 4 where the field is located, until
the 1940’s when it reached peak production.

The population

for Ward 4, however, did show an increase of 775 residents.
This probably can not be attributed to the oil industry
which showed a production of only 44,000 barrels of oil in
1910.

The influence during this period was obviously small.

In the decade 1940-1950 the town of Breaux Bridge showed its
greatest actual increase in population.

This was synonymous

with much activity in the *nse La Butte field.

Then, too,

the total influence of the field can not be shown here since
many of the workers resided in the nearby city of Lafayette.
As a matter of comparison, Ward 3 nearby shows a loss
of population for the same period.

St» Xartinville, parish

seat, showed an actual decrease in population between 1910
and 1930.

A rise was not recorded until the decade 1930-40

when the St. Martinville field was discovered nearby’
.
Although it can not be definitely said that oil was re
sponsible for all this Increase, it is certain that it was
responsible for a large part of it.
WELSH
In 1900 the town of Welsh was a small agricultural
village east of Lake Charles.
residents.

Its population was only 320

In 1903 oil was discovered nearby.

By 1910 the
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population had risen to 1,250 residents.

This was not

wholly attributable to the oil industry, however, since this
period also marked the spread of the rice industry.

It is

difficult to say what percentage of the increase in this
area was due to each.

Perhaps both played an equal share,

it is significant to note that although no production was
reported for 1919 and 1920, the 1920 census showed an
increase of 206 residents.

In this instance we can safely

say the rise was due to agriculture.
Welsh has never been a very important producer;

2

consequently, in this instance it is best to say that agri
culture has been more important in the rise of the town
(although the rise has been slow) than oil, although it may
be positively asserted that oil has had a definite influence
on the population.
VINTON AND EDQERLEY
These two fields have been grouped together, not be
cause they are in the same parish, but because they have
both affected the town of Vinton,

Also, both were brought

in during the same decade within a span of two years.
Vinton, although it ia somewhat an agricultural town,
has besn maintained by the Vinton (Qed) field and the

2

Peak production was in 1929 when a mere 59.777
barrels of oil were produced.

Edgerley field nearby,

This is brought out by comparing

the drop in population, between 1930 and 1940, in the town
of Vinton from 1,^89 residents to 1,78? residents to a drop
in production figures in the Vinton field from 1,170,019
barrels of oil in 1930 to 301,434 barrels of oil in 1940.
bimilarly, the Edgerley field showed a decrease in pro
duction from 165,981 barrels in 1930 to 96,651 barrels in
1940.

Only ..ard 5, a neighboring ward, showed an actual

drop in population, also.

All other wards in the parish

showed an actual increase, with ward 4 (Sulphur) increasing
from 5,690 to 9,459 residents and Ward 3 (Lake Charles)
increasing from 21,466 residents to 31,900 in 1950.
From the foregoing figures there is no doubt that
petroleum is definitely tied up with the town of Vinton.
This statement is further strengthened by the fact that the
population in Ward 7 (Vinton) increased again between 1940
and 1950 - the same decade in which renewed activity pro
duced over three million barrels of oil annually for the
last four years of the 1940*el
NEW IBERIA
The Hew Iberia field was the last field to be dis
covered during the Pioneer Period.

Here, as in the case of

welsh, another factor affecting the population asserts
itself.

In this instance it is the cane industry which has
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had a greater influence on the population of New Iberia than
the oil has.

a look at the various supply houses and oil

company ofiices in New Iberia, however, at once convinces
the onlooker that oil nas had not only a minor effect in the
population increase.

The city, then, has been affected not

only by the Iberia, Fauase Pointe, Jefferson island,
Jeanerette, St. *kmrtinville, and Avery island fields nearby,
but by all the fields for which it is a supply point,
within a radius of twenty-five miles of the city, twenty
fields have been discovered1
.
The city of New Iberia has shown a steady rise since
before the turn of the century.

Its largest actual increase

was between 1930 and 1940 when it increased by 5,744
inhabitants.

This coincides with the period of greatest

development in the Iberia field.

It was also, however, a

period of general oil development in the parish.

Population

in the city increased from 8 ,0 0 3 inhabitants in 1930 to
16,46? in 1950.
ward 4 (Fausse Pointe) and Ward & Jeanerette) are
discussed in later periods.

The population is not as great

as in New Iberia; consequently, it is easier to see trends
and to generalise concerning them.

PART TWO
THE INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

PART

II

INTRODUCTION
This period has been called the Intermediate Period
because it marks a transition from shallow production to
deep production; from caprock production to flank pro
duction.
Between 1917 and 1924 no new fields were discovered in
Louisiana.

This could probably be attributed to the World

War and economic conditions following it.
The first new field to be discovered after this lapse
of seven years was the Lockport field in Calcasieu Parish.
Another lapse of two years followed until the Sweet Lake
field was discovered in 1926.

During the following four

years a total of eleven new fields were discovered.
Activity for fields during this period was led by
Lockport, East Hackberry, and Vinton (discovered in an
earlier period).

The Vinton field produced over fourteen

million barrels of oil during this time.
Production for these years was mostly shallow pro
duction from the caprock of the dome.

These wells ranged

from depths of 2,000 to 3,000 feet.
Twelve fields were completed during this period.

The

most important discovery was the East Hackberry field in
1927.

This field was destined to become one of the great
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fields of oouth Louisiana,

detween 1930 and 1949 its pro

duction was always well over one million barrels of oil.
of the twelve fields discovered during this period,
seven were in the adjacent parishes of Cameron and
Calcasieu.

The other five were all in different parishes.

Population trends during this period further strengthen
the contention that oil definitely affects population.

It

is only in marshy or swampy areas or in areas where pro
duction figures are low that population has not increased.
Places most affected by oil developments during this
period were Lake Charles and Sulphur in Calcasieu Parish,
Hackberry in Cameron Parish, Port Barrs in St. Landry
Parish, and Maringouin and Grosse Tete in Iberville Parish.
Lockport, Sulphur Mines, and Starks, are discussed
together since they had an effect on the same area.

The

same is true for the Cameron Parish fields that are also
discussed collectively.

CHAPTER III
FIELDS DISCOVERED DURING INTERMEDIATE PERIOD
LOCKPORT, CALCASIEU PARISH 1924
The Lockport field is In Township 10 South, Range 9
west, Calcasieu Pariah,

It is located about four miles

southwest of Lake Charles.

The field was discovered

through gas seepages in 1924,

The Vacuum Oil Company

completed the discovery well, Killer No. 1, in September,
1924.

It was the first field discovered in South Louisiana

since 1917, a lapse of seven and ons-half years.
The peak year of production was 1927 when over two
million barrels of oil were produced.

Production was high

until 19 3 2 when it declined to 239,527 barrels.

The next

By 1 9 3 7 the field had pro

few years saw a slight rise.

duced 13,338,039 barrels of oil.

From that time until 1 9 4 8 ,

approximately 3,366,000 barrels were produced.

The

cumulative production through 1949 was 1 7 ,1 2 2 , 7 2 1 barrels
of oil.

Ninety wells had bsen completed on the eight

hundred acres proven area.
pleted.

In 1943 three wells were com

One well wae completed during 1949*

wells were still producing at that time.
been from Upper and Lower Miocene sands.
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Twenty-two

Production has
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TABLE IX:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE LOCKPORT FIELD

1924
1925
1926
1927
1926
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936

1937
1936
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1946
1949

115,629
472,196
1,305,547
2,026,261
1,446,369
1,364,167
1,132,760
1,691,520
239,527
951,650
604,475
646,705
516,643

472,346
516,643
377,945
310,971
361,305
304,243
257,472
249,166
279,396
267,764
292,070
371,364
365,790

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 17*122,721 Barrels of Oil
SWEET LAKE, CAMERON PARISH *

1926
The Sweet Lake field is located in Township 13 South,
Range 6 West, Cameron Parish,

It is about eighteen miles

south-southeast of Lake Charles,

It is in the western

portion of the lake bearing the same name.
Surface indications led to the discovery of the field
in 1926 by the Pure Oil Company.

The discovery well was

that company*s Sweet Lake Land and Oil Company No, 1,

This

well blew out and cratered at 4,500 feet October 11, 1926.
In January of the following year the same company brought
in their Sweet Lake Land and Oil Company No. 2 at 5,200
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feet.

During 1928 two producing wells were completed.

For

the next five years one producer was completed annually.
Activity declined in the following years.

In 1940 and 1941

activity was renewed by the Pure Oil Company when they
completed eight new wells and recompleted three others.
This increased production to 758,092 barrels of oil, peak
year for that field.

Since that time production has

declined.
Through 1949, twenty-three wells had been completed in
the field.

Sixteen of these were still producing at the

end of that year.

Accumulated production for the field was

9,938,631 barrels of oil.

During 1949, 413,928 barrels

were produced.
It is interesting to note, in a day when fourteen and
fifteen thousand feet wells are not uncommon,that the Sweet
Lake field, in 1927, had the distinction of being the
deepest oil field in Louisiana.

Deepest well at that time

was 5,924 feet.
Production has been from Upper Miocene sands at depths
ranging from 5,600 to 7,300 feet.
present in the field.
operator of the field.

Nine producing sands are

Pure Oil Company has been the sole
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TABLE

PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE sweet lake FIELD
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937

1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

10,755
76,465
666,651
91,779
194,575
463,636
272,693
335,960
387,310
406,040
352,549
291,167

307,084
370,837
534,484
758,092
612,051
648,445
673,364
580,212
- - - ~ - - 413,928

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 9,988,631 Barrels of Oil
y

SULPHUR MINES, CALCASIEU PARISH
1926
The history of this field dates back to 1865 when the
field was discovered, not as an oil producing region, but
as a sulphur deposit area.

The dome was discovered by the

Louisiana Petroleum and Coal Company while prospecting for
oil.

Sulphur was mined for about twenty years by the Union

Sulphur Company.

When the sulphur was exhausted in 1924,

the company began exploiting the dome for oil.
The Sulphur Mines, or Sulphur, salt dome is located in
Township 9 South, Range 10 West, Calcasieu Parish, near the
city of Sulphur.

The field is about twelve miles west of

the city of Lake Charles.

The field is owned wholly by the
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Union Sulphur Company.
On December 24, 1926, the first commercial oil well in
the field was completed.

This was Union Sulphur’s Fee

No. 719, drilled to a depth of 3,412 feet in Upper Miocene
sands.

Initial production was 400 barrels of oil daily.

A

number of wells were drilled following the discovery well.
During early 1928 several wells showing high production were
completed.

This enabled the field in 1929 to produce

1,373,923 barrels of oil.

Production for 1930 was slightly

less; however, in 1931 this production dipped to 605,406
barrels.

This rose again to 1,282,365 barrels in 1934.

Peak year was 1936 when 1,792,748 barrels of oil were
produced.

During this year twenty wells were completed.

For the following four years annual production remained
well over one million barrels.

Since 1940 production has

been on a decline.
Through 1949, one hundred fifty-six wells had been
completed.

Of these seventy-two were still producing, all

by means of artificial lifts.

Accumulated production

through the same year was 21,887,000 barrels of oil.

During

the 1948-49 period ten wells were completed.
Production in the field has been from Upper Miocene
(2,760 to 3,710 feet) and Lower Miocene (4,100 to 6,800
feet) sand.

One producing sand was found in the Upper

Miocene while six have been found in Lower Miocene sands.

37

Ta BLE

x I:

ANMJa L PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE SULPHUR MINES

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937

1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

2,064
29,506
913,460
1,373,923
1,361,663
605,406
821,727
887,200
1,282,365
944,607
1,792,748
1,417,507

1,238,563
1,372,635
985,163
915,070
776,271
746,237
726,331

787,228

723,576
762,570
691,134
728,867

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 21,887,000 Barrels of Oil
STARKS, CALCASIEU PARISH>
1927
The Starks field is located in the southwest portion
of Township 12 South, Range 12 West, Calcasieu Parish, near
the town of Vinton,

It is about twenty-two miles west of

the city of Lake Charles.
The dome was discovered by seismograph in 1925 by the
Gulf Refining Company.

The discovery well was Gulf's

Lutcher Moore Lumber Company No. 4.

It was completed in

February, 1927, at a depth of 4,200 feet.

Initial pro

duction was 2,500 barrels.
Between 1927 and 1935, fifty-six wells were drilled.
Of these only twenty-eight came in as producers.

Peak
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production was reached in 1933 when 332,700 barrels of oil
weru produced.

Production since that time has declined.

In 1949, 154,720 barrels of oil were produced.

This

brought the accumulated total to 4,516,642 barrels of oil.
Through 1949 fifty-one wells had been completed.

Of these

twenty-six were still producing.
Production in this field has come from Upper Miocene
(570 feet to 3,620 feet) and Lower Miocene 13,966 feet to
8,053 feet).
TABLE x ii

Thirteen producing sands have been discovered.
ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE STARKS FIELD

1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936

1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

264,113
165,321
164,297
206,039
272,603
275,603
332,700
329,396
197,362
160,393
228.524
201.524

162,234
158,132
142,446
176,190
196,247
197,616
147,887

--...
---

154,720

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 4,516,642 Barrels of Oil
FAUsse POINTS, IBERIA PARISH '
1927
The Fausse Points dome is located in Township 11 South,
Range 8 Bast, Iberia Parish, about eleven miles northeast
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of the city of New Iberia.

It has also been called the

Loreauville or Eagle Point dome.
The dome was discovered by seismograph in 1926 by the
Gulf Refining Company.

In October of the same year the

Union bulphur Company began drilling the discovery well,
bhaw Fee 1.

This well was completed in February, 1927,

with an initial production of 450 barrels of oil at 1,194
feet.

During 1927 production was 16,737 barrels of oil.

This dropped to only 1,61$ barrels in 192$.
Following the drilling of the discovery well, Union
Sulphur Company drilled two additional wells.

One of these,

Schwing No. 1, produced 12 5 barrels per day from 1,143 feet.
The Gulf Refining Company drilled seventeen wells in the
next two years.

None of these were commercial producers.

None of these were deep wells.
Between 1929 and 1936 no oil was produced in the field.
During 1936 and 1937, the Texas Company drilled two wells in
the field.

One of these produced eight barrels a day to

bring production to 1,111 barrels of oil for 1937.
caused increased activity.

This

During 193$ and 1939 two

additional wells were drilled by the Texas Company.

Pro

duction increased steadily after that time.
In 1941 activity in the field was aroused when the
Texas Company brought in their State No. 9 at 8,750 feet.
This well is recognized as the first commercial oil well on
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the Fausse Points dome.

Drilling operations by the Texas

Company and the Sun Oil Company were spurred on by this
discovery.
after this,

Production for the field increased steadily
by the end of 1945 nine wells were flowing.

The peak year for the field was 1946 when 463,012 barrels
of oil were produced.

Accumulated production through 1949

was 2,638,809 barrels of oil.

Through W e same year

twenty-nine wells had been completed.
still producing.

Ten of these were

Production is from Upper Miocene sands.

The Fausse Points salt dome is one of the largest domes
in the Louisiana Gulf Coast Region.

The major portion of

the dome underlies Lake Fausse Pointe.
TABLE xIII;

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES lin barrels of oil)
FOR THE FAUSSE POINTE FIELD

19 2 7
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938

16,787
1,618
mm

mm

mm

-

-

—

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

mm

-

-

1,111
4,795

1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

10,541
21,339
43,567
56,512
171,784
331,725
339,487
463,012
427,056
390,489
345,665

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 2,638,809 Barrels of Oil

east hackberry cameron PARISH
1927
The East Hackberry field la located in Township 12
Bouth, Range 9 West, and the western portion of Township 12
South, Range 10 West, Cameron Parish,

It is located on

Kelso Bayou and was called Kelso Bayou field in its early
years.
For a history of this field we must go back to the
exploration of the Old Hackberry dome or Hackberry Island
as it is often called.

This so-called island is a mound

surrounded by coastal marsh.

Unsuccessful wells had been

drilled here since soon after the turn of the century.

Up

to 1905 the Louisiana Texas Oil Company had drilled three
of these at depths ranging from 1,460 feet to 1,830 feet.
Fifty-nine dry holes followed these over a period of twenty
or so years.
The first successful well was the Calcasieu Oil
Company's well, Caldwell Ho. 2,
November, 1927, at 3,971 feet.
field was 1,185,531 barrels.

It was completed in
Initial production of the

Production fell off a little

in 1929 but was increased again in 1930.

Throughout the

1930's production ranged from approximately one and one-half
million barrels to over thirteen million barrels of oil.
Through 1937 the field had produced 20,733,417 barrels of
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oil.

Through 1943, 40,293,000 barrels had been produced.

Through the same time one hundred seventy-six wells had
been completed.
ducing oil.

At the end of 1943 sixty wells were pro

Of these thirty were flowing while the other

thirty were on artificial lift.

The field produced nearly

two million barrels of oil during that year.
TABLE XIV:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURED (in barrels of oil)
FUR THE EAST HACKBEKEY FIELD

1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938

1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

42,925
1,185,531
942,689
1,221,644*
1,440,382
2,177,215
2,032,100
2,149,434
2,538,778
2,969,047
3,127,036
2,469,080

1,943,195
1,612,115
1,619,851
1,502,304
1,826,273
1,765,414
1,642,357
1,671,635
1,683,354
1,832,959
1,487,167

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 41,739,121 Barrels of Oil
SORRENTO FIa LD, ASCENSION PaRlSH ^
1923
The Sorrento, or McElroy, dome is located in Township
10 South, Range 4 East, St. Helena Meridian, Ascension

♦Figures for 1930-34 represent combined production
of East and West Hackberry fields.
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Parish, about thirty miles southeast of baton Rouge.

It

was discovered in 1926 by surface indications and refraction
seismograph, by the Gulf Refining Company.
The Sorrento field has two distinctions:

it was the

first field in Ascension Parish and it marked the first
commercial production of oil east of the Mississippi River
in the Gulf Coast Region.
This field attracted attention when during June, 1927,
the Gulf Refining Company’s Ho. 1, United Lands Company,
blew out at 1,618 feet and swallowed its rig and derrick.
This well was estimated as a twenty million cubic foot gas
well.

Although three wells had been drilled before the one

previously mentioned, and three more after this, it was not
until January 22, 1928, that the first commercial well was
completed.

This well, Gulf Refining Company’s United Lands

Company No. 4, produced 1,000 barrels of oil dally at 1,657
feet.

Two additional wells were completed that year to

bring the 1928 production to 290,837 barrels of oil.
The history of the field since that has been one of a
few producers and many dry holes.
were drilled and abandoned.
was completed.

In 1928 five other wells

In late 1930 another producer

Another dry hole was listed for that year.

The years 1932 and 1933 marked six more dry holes.

In 1936

and 1937 five more wells were drilled and abandoned.
1940 and 1941 four more were dry holes.

Thus in the

In

twenty-three-year history of the field the same story has
repeated itself.

Through 1949 only fourteen wells had been

completed.
Peak year for the Sorrento field was its initial year,
1928, when 290,837 barrels of oil were produced.

Production

soon declined and by 1934 had dropped to 10,619 barrels of
oil.

In 1936, the Athens Oil Company's United Land Company

No. 3 was completed, with an initial production of 450
barrels of oil daily at 4,323 feet.
production to 139,071 barrels.
shown a steady decline.
20,063 barrels.

This helped to raise

Since 1940 the field has

By 19 4 8 production had dropped to

This was raised to 34,874 barrels in 1949

by the completion of one more producer.
During its twenty-three-year history (through 1949) the
Sorrento field was able to produce only 1,368,867 barrels of
oil.

Production has been from Upper Miocene sands ranging

in depth from 900 to 7,642 feet.

At the end of 1948,

thirteen wells were producing; of these eight were flowing
and five were on artificial lifts.
TABLE xV:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil) FOR
THE SORRENTO FIELD

1928
1929
1930
1931
1932

290,837
113,986
30,084
52,315
21,881

1933
1934
1935
1936
1937

15,000
10,619
44,807
139,071
71,525
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TABLE XV:

CONTINUED
110,932
117,446
71,009
55,486
45,487
33.076

1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

26,931
22,016
20,287
20,376
20,063
34,874

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 1,368,867 Barrels of Oil
WEST HACKBERRY, Ca m ERON PARISH
1928
The west Hackberry, Hackberry, or Old Hackberry dome
ie located in Sections 16,17, 20, 22, 27, 31, Township 12
South, Range 10 «est, Cameron Parish, near the small town
of hackberry.

The field is about eighteen miles southwest

of the city of Lake Charles.

It may be reached by auto

mobile via State Route 104 from Sulphur.

The dome is

often referred to as Hackberry Island.
The early history of the field is exactly the same as
that described for East Hackberry.

Before 1928 there was

no distinction between the two fields.

It was not until

1935 that the Louisiana Department of Conservation made a
distinction between the two in its Biennial Reports.
Fifty-nine dry holes were drilled in this area before a
producing well was completed.

This should make us better

appreciate the geophysical instruments of today.
The discovery well, Cameron Oil Company and Rycade
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Company’s Duhon No, 1, was completed in December, 1928, with
an initial output of 100 barrels of oil at 3,154 feet.
Production for the field in 1929 was 816,631 barrels of oil.
between 1928 and 1935, one hundred forty-eight wells
were drilled in this field; forty-eight came in as producers
and ninety-seven were abandoned as dry holes.

Better luck

was reached in 1936 when five out of six wells drilled pro
duced oil.
Before 1937 production was limited to Pliocene and
Pliocene sands at 2,900 to 3,200 feet.

During 1937, Stanolind

Oil and Gas Company began deeper drilling by completing
No. 5 Carter and Sweeney in the Oligocene sands at 3,816
feet.
During 1938 and 1939, twenty-four wells were completed.
Seven of these were drilled by Stanolind Oil and Gas
Company, two by W, T. Burton, twelve by the Sutton Oil
Company, and one by the Gulf Refining Company.
During 1940 and 1941 activity in the field was even
greater.

Twenty-one wells were completed and five others

were recompletions.

Of the twenty-one new wells Stanolind

Oil and Gas Company completed thirteen and the Superior
Oil Company completed nine.

Stanolind is also credited

with three of the recompletions.
From 1937 through 1940 the annual production for the
field was well over a million barrels of oil.

From 1941

through 1949 annual production has been well over two
million barrels except for 1942 and 1943 when production
was slightly below that figure.

During 1949 the field

produced 2,470,246 barrels of oil.

This brought the

accumulated total to 25,306,085 barrels.

Through the same

year one hundred nineteen wells had been completed.
Sixty-two of these were still producing.
completed during 1949.

Three wells were

Production has been from Upper

Miocene (3»Q5Q to 3,089 feet) and Lower Miocene (4,150 to
9,900 feet).
TABLE x VI:

A M U A L PRODUCTIONS FIGURE (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE WEST hackberry FIELD

1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

816,631
1,221,644*
1,440,382
2,117,215
2,032,100
2,149,439
2,538,778
98,154
104,978
1,358,277
1,272,530

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1,685,655
2,162,957
1,827,864
1,957,464
2,341,581
2,156,920
2,140,123
2,335,436
2,137,330
2,470,246

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 25,308,085 Barrels of Oil

♦Figures for years 1930-34 represent combined total
of East and West Hackberry fields.

PORT BARRE, sT. Landry PARISH
1929
The Port barre field ia located in Township 6 South,
Range 5 East, St. Landry Pariah.
field in that Parish.

It was the first producing

The field is about ten miles east of

Opelousas off U. S. Highway 190.

The field was discovered

by refraction seismograph in 1926 by the Gulf Refining
Company.
The discovery well, the Texas Company*a Botany Bay
Lumber Company No, 1, was completed February 2 3 , 1929t with
an initial production of $00 barrels of oil at 3,765 feet.
During the same year the Gulf Refining Company brought in a
well flowing about 2,000 barrels of oil.

Production for

the field for 1929 was 37,700 barrels of oil.
During 1930 ten producing wells were completed to
bring production to nearly one million barrels of oil.

This

dropped to less than one-half million for 1931.

During 1932

and 1933 eleyen producing wells were completed.

During 1934

ten producing wells were completed.

One more was added In

1935 to bring production for that year to 1,274,27. barrels
of oil.

Production declined for the next four years.

During 1939 five producers were completed.

One of

these, Pan American Production Company*a J, C. Cormier No. 1,
came in producing 769 barrels of oil daily.
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During 1940
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and 1941 fourteen producers were completed.

A number of

good producers were included in this total to raise the
annual production for 1941 to 1,037,913 barrels of oil.
This decreased slightly in 19 4 2 but rose again during 1943.
During 1944 and 1945 a new oil sand was found on the
south flank at 7,300 feet.

Production that year was

extended southeastward along the southwest flank approxi
mately three-fourths of a mile.
by a dry test at 6,672 feet.

The north flank was limited

Production for these years

was over a million barrels of oil.
During 1946 and 1947 a new oil sand was discovered on
the southeast flank.
mile.

This extended the field one-fourth

The sand was discovered at 3,270 feet.

Eighteen

additional producers were completed during this period to
increase production for the period.
During 1943 and 1949 another new sand was discovered
which extended the field one-fourth mile on the north flank.
This sand is of the Claiborne, Eocene Age.
In 1943 the field reached its peak of production when
1,636,226 barrels of oil were produced.

Eight producers

were completed during that year.
At the end of 1949, one hundred twenty-five wells had
been completed in this field.
still producing.

Seventy-one of these were

The accumulated total of the field through

the same year was 19,834,531 barrels of oil.

Five
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additional wells were completed during 1949.
Operators in the field have been the Pan-American
Production Company, the Texas Company, the Emerson Oil
Corporation,
TABLE x V1I:

nd the Parthenon Oil Company.
a
ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of
FOR THE PORT BARRE FIELD

1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1933
1939

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1943
1949

37,700
963,954
433,610
591,776
1 ,0 0 5 ,6 0 0
953,649
1,274,277
794,313
613,939
614,477
674,916

342,432
1,037,913
973,153
1,231,063
1,219,346
1,040,172
1,104,453
1,374,314
1 ,6 3 6 ,2 2 6
1,456,133

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 19,334(531 barrels of Oil
BLACK BAy OU, Ca MERON PARISH "
1929
The Black Bayou dome is located in Sections 7, 3, 17,
and 13, Township 12 South, Range 12 Meet, in the marshes of
Cameron Parish.

The field may be reached only by water.

The oil is barged through canals and Black Bayou into the
Intracoastal Canal.
The dome was discovered through geophysics in 1927 by
the Shell Petroleum Corporation.

The first test, Shell’s
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Watkins No. 1, was abandoned in salt on April 27, 1923.
The first producing well, Shell’s Watkins No. 9, was
completed April 15, 1929, with an initial production, by
swabbing, of 29 barrels of oil.

Total depth was 981 feet.

This well had been preceded by five dry holes.

Two other

Shell’s Watkins No. 6 ,

shallow producers were completed;
and Watkins' No. 10.

The first deep producer for the field was Shell's
Mrs. J, b. Watkins No. 12 which produced 1,136 barrels of
oil from 5,221 feet.

This well was completed November, 1929.

During 1930 eight wells were drilled.

Five of these

were sulphur tests by the Freeport Sulphur Company.
were abandoned in cap rock.

In 1931 one producer was

completed; Shell’s Watkins No. 16.
producer was recorded.

These

Again in 1932 only one

This well was the Brownie Babette

Oil Company’s R, A, Moore No. 1.

Four producers were

completed in 1934.
During 1935 twelve wells were completed.

These, along

with five completions in 1 9 3 6 and three in 1937, enabled
the field to reach its peak of production in 1937.

This

peak was 1,300,543 barrels of oil.
During 1944-45 production was extended southwestward.
Two dry tests were drilled on the northeast flank and
abandoned in salt,

in 1 9 4 6 -4 7 the field was extended

one-fourth mile east when a new oil sand was discovered on
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that flank.
Annual production between 1936 and 1944 averaged over
one million barrels.
below this figure,
decreased.

Only in 1941 and 1942 did it fall
oince that time production has gradually

Production for 1949 was 766,122 barrels of oil.

Accumulated total through the same year was 1$,844*405
barrels of oil from sixty completed wells.

During 1949

three producers were completed.
Operators in the field have included Shell Petroleum
Corporation, Brownie Babette Oil Company, and the Freeport
Sulphur Company.
Ta b u , x V I I I :

ANHUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES ( i n b a r r e l s o f o i l )
FOR THE Bl a c k b a y o u f i e l d

1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

5 2 ,1 1 8
276,189
343,433
289,600
421,851
568,038
568,038
1,086,950
1,300,543
1,285,250
1,045,611

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1,004,333
863,829
924,387
1,100,337
1,017,013
693,201

7 2 1 ,8 0 0
916,219
990,057

7 6 6 ,1 2 2

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 15,844,405 Barrels of Oil

lake

PELTO, TERREBONNE Pa RIs H

v'

1929
The Lake Pelto field is located in Township 23 South,
Range 16 East, Terrebonne Parish, in the bed of the lake of
the same name.
of Mexico.

The dome is about two miles from the Gulf

It is about thirty-five miles south of Houma.

The Lake Pelto dome was discovered in 19 2 6 by
refraction seismograph by the Louisiana Land and Exploration
Company.

Development of the field soon followed.

The discovery well was the Texas Company* s State-Lake
Pelto No, B-l,

This well was completed in July, 1929, with

an initial production of 500 barrels at 1,265 feet.
Between 1930 and 1933 seven wells were drilled but
only one came in as a producer.
only 776 barrels of oil.

Production for 1934 was

During 1935» the Texas Company

completed a producer at 6 ,2 7 5 feet with an initial pro
duction of 460 barrels of oil daily.

This raised production

to 35»133 barrels of oil for that year.
On February 19, 1936, the Texas Company brought in its
Lake Pelto No. 20 producing 1 , 1 2 5 barrels of oil daily at
6,466 feet.

More drilling followed this.

During 1936 and

1939 seven additional producers were completed by the Texas
Company.

During 19 4 0 and 1941 four dry holes were drilled.

During 1944 and 1945 production was extended on the
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east and west flanks,
during this period.

seven additional wells were completed
Production increased to 917,516 barrels

of oil for 1945.
The 1946-47 period saw seven additional producers
completed.

This helped the production to rise to 1,437,027

barrels of oil for 1947.
During the 1946-49 period the field was extended
one-half mile west.

Two wells were completed in 1946 and

six additional producers in 1949.

This made a total of

forty-five wells completed in the field.
1949, thirty-seven were producing oil.

At the end of
The accumulated

production through the same year was 1 0 ,3 2 6 ,3 0 3 barrels of
oil.

The annual production for 1949 had climbed to

1,569,4 6 1 , higher than that of any previous year.
Ta b l e X I X : a n n u a l PRODUCTION FlGURs

( in b a r r e ls o f o i l )

FOR t h e l a k e p e l t o f i e l d
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939

41,226
56,290
30,346

2 0 ,6 1 6
1 6 ,5 0 0
776
35,133
60,193
314,322
416,510
369,100

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1946
1949

506,460
366,792
235,040
401,296
640,924
917,516
1,299,243
1,437,027
1,559,119
1,569,461

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 10,326,303 Barrels of Oil

BAYOU BLEU, IBERVILLE PARISH
1929
The Bayou Bleu field is located in Sections 13 and

2k

of Township 9 South, Range 8 East, and Sections 67 and 72 of
Township 9 South, Range 11 East, Iberville Parish.

The

dome was discovered by refraction seismograph in 1926 by
the Calcasieu Oil Company.
The discovery well for the field was Standard Oil
Company's Wilbert No. 3, completed in September, 1929, at a
depth of 1,928 feet.
oil dally.

Initial production was 150 barrels of

One other well was drilled during that year.

During 1930 four more producers were completed.
production had dropped to 21,780 barrels of oil.

By 1932

This

caused the field to be abandoned during that year.
Activity was revived in 1936 by the Humble Oil and
Refining Company.

Five wells were drilled.

Four of these

were dry holes and the other a shallow producer.
1937» 1»066 barrels of oil were produced.

During

In September of

1938 Humble brought in their A. Wilberts and Sons Land S.
Company Ho. 8, producing 208 barrels of oil daily.

This

raised production to 13,313 barrels of oil for that year.
This declined to 5,2AO for the following year.
During 1940 operation, in tha fiald „ r, btgun by th<
Navarro Oil Company arm th. Suparior Oil Company,
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Navarro

56
completed three wells during 194D and 1 > 4 1 and abandoned
two as dry holes.

During the same period the Superior Oil

Company completed sixteen wells; five in 19 4 0 and eleven in
1941.

Four were abandoned as dry holes.

None of these

wells were exceptional producers; however, their combined
production increased the annual figure for 1941 to 630,519
barrels of oil.

In 19 4 2 this was increased further to

745»273 barrels of oil.
In 1944 and 1945 five wells were completed on the north
and northeast flanks of the dome.

Two wells on the north

flank were abandoned as dry holes.
The production figure for 1943 was the highest for the
field until 1949 when 6 0 7 ,2 1 6 barrels of oil were produced.
During 19 4 6 and 1949 production was developed on the
southeast flank,

Eighteen producers were completed during

that period.
The Bayou Bleu dome has produced an accumulated total
of 6,596,143 barrels of oil from sixty-nine wells; fifty-four
of which were still producing.

Production has been from

Upper Miocene (1 , 2 3 8 to 6,530 feet) and Lower Miocene
(7,135 to 3»50 0 feet) sands.
TABLE XX:

ANNUAL PRo d u ctio n FIGURES ( i n b a r r e ls o f o i l ) FOR
THE BAYOU BLEU FIELD
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TABLE xX:
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1933
1939
1940

CONTINUED
43,334
21,730

...

- - 1,063
13,313
5,240
143,224

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1943
1949

630,519
754,273
793.336
675.337
692,640
673,340
613,736
631,736

8 0 7 ,2 1 6

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 6,593*143 Barrels of Oil

CHAPTER IV
POPULATION:

INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

LOCKPorT, SULPHUR MINES, STARKS
These three fields are all discussed together because
they are all in Calcasieu Parish and were all discovered at

*

about the same tine (1924-1926).

The Lockport field and

the Sulphur Mines field are both in Ward 4; the Starks
field is in Ward 5*

the former had an effect on the cities

of Lake Charles and Sulphur; the latter on Vinton.
The task of attributing definite gains to the discovery
of oil is again a little difficult.

It did mark the

beginning of industry in the Lake Charles area.

Since that

time a number of industries have come into the area.

No

doubt the early plants connected with the oil Industry
served as an impetus to later developments.

In 1939 ninety

per cent of the Lake Charles port tonnage was oil.
In reviewing population figures for Calcasieu Parish
one'fact stands out.

Of the eight wards of the parish only

three have shown an increase in population of any signifi
cance.

Of these, two contain oil fields (Wards 4 and 8 ),

The third contains the fast growing city of Lake Charles.
Ward 7 (Vinton) has shown a definite Increase in the past
decade as has been mentioned in the discussion of that
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field.
Lake Charles has become not only a center for process
ing of oil but also the center for various supply houses
servicing over fifty fields in the area.

Various oil

companies have located their district offices here.
It is obvious that the oil industry has had a tre
mendous effect upon the growth of Lake Charles.
provides a fuel supply for industry.

Gas and oil

Oil-field tool

manufacturing companies have sprung up here.

It is

difficult to estimate the total effect of the industry upon
the city but the effect has been tremendous.
The same could be said of the city of Sulphur which
has enjoyed a growth synonymous with and part of the growth
of Lake Charles although the discovery of sulphur aided in
the growth.

Without the oil industry it is highly doubtful

if Sulphur would have enjoyed the growth it has experienced
in the past decade or so.
Two other wards in Calcasieu Parish have also benefiteid
directly as a result of the oil industry.

One, Vinton, has

already been discussed.

The other, Iowa, will be discussed
i
as part of the next period.
SWEET LAKE, HACKBERRY, BLACK BAYOU
Between 1920 and 1930 four oil fields were discovered
in Cameron Parish.

These were!

Sweet Lake, East Hackberry,
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West Hackberry, and black Bayou.

During this decade only

three wards in the parish showed an increase of over 200
residents.

Is it merely coincidence that three of the four

fields were located in two of these three wards?

a glance

at the location of these wards will soon dispel any notions
to the contrary.

Obviously, little else would attract

settlers to these wards unless it might be the -trapping
industry.

Residents of Cameron Parish give the credit to

the oil Industry.
in 1920 the three wards mentioned above had a combined
total of 1,525 residents.

By 1930 this total had been

increased to 3,215 residents, an increase of 1,690.

The

other three wards, with only Ward 5 containing an oil field,
showed a total gain of only 4 06 residents.
Greatest gain during this decade was experienced by the
small hamlet of Hackberry in Ward 6.
a population of only 247.
inhabitants.

By 1930 this had increased to 908

The small hamlet soon was transferred into a

small "boom" town.
high.

In 1920 this ward had

At the same time production remained

In 1930 the two fields produced a combined total of

over two million barrels of oil.
Ward 4 , in which the Sweet Lake field is located, also
experienced a phenomenal gain.

The word phenomenal is

appropriate here since Cameron Parish ranks last in popu
lation in the parishes of Louisiana.

Population in this
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ward increased from 850 to 1,369 inhabitants.
(Cameron) had a larger total population.

Only Ward 3

In 1920 Ward 5,

to the south of Sweet Lake, had a population of 875*
1930 this total was only 961.

By

Thus oil evidently is the

explanation of these figures.
The discovery of oil had little or no effect upon the
population in the Black Bauou region.

This is one of the

most desolate regions of Cameron Parish.
reached only by water.

The field may be

No towns are located in the area;

thus workers had to live in towns outside the ward.
substantiated by the 1940 population figures.
decade 1930-1940 the field reached its peak.

This is

During the
In 1940 it was

still producing over one million barrels of oil annually;
yet the census for that year showed a decrease in popu
lation.

It is evident that when oil is discovered in an

uninviting area, the discovery has little effect upon the
population of the immediate area where physical conditions
prohibit the rise of a small town.
FAUsSE POINTE
Fausse Points, although it was discovered during the
Intermediate Period, really belongs in the Deep Production
Period.

The first commercial well was completed in 1941,

Greatest production was during the 1930-1940 period.

The

field has never been an important producer; consequently,
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there has been little effect upon the population in the
ward.
The effects of the Fausse Pointe field have all been
recorded in clew Iberia rather than in the small village of
Loreauville nearby.

Population in Ward 4 lFausse Pointe)

decreased by 4 5 1 inhabitants between 19 40 and 1 9 5 0 , when
activity in the field was at its peak.

The discovery has

played its part in establishing New Iberia as a supply point
and administrative center for fields nearby.

If the field

had been a more important producer, undoubtedly Loreauville
would also have been affected.
SORRiNTO
There is little need to discuss the effect of the
discovery of the Sorrento field upon population in the area.
As mentioned in the history of the field, the accumulated
total for the field through 1949 was only 1,368,667 barrels
of oil.

This can be compared to the Jennings figure of over

nine million barrels for 19 0 6 alone or to the Iowa figure of
over seven million barrels for 1935.

In its peak year the

Sorrento field produced only 290,637 barrels of oil.
These figures have been stated to show that the popu
lation could not have been positively affected by such
meager activity.

For the decade 1930-1940 when the field

experienced its greatest activity, census figures show a
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decrease in population of 229 residents.
POET BARRE
As a person leaves Opelousas traveling eastward along
Highway U. S. 1 9 0 , he soon comes upon the village of Port
Barre.

If it is early in the morning one might see a number

of men wearing steel hats waiting for transportation,

If it

is later in the day, trucks loaded with oil-field equipment
are evident.

All of this Indicates the importance of the

oil industry upon this small village.
Although the Port Barre field was discovered in 1929,
it was not until 1933 that production was important.

After

1935 production dropped again and was not increased until
late in 1 9 4 0 ; therefore, the drop in population shown by the

19 4 0 census does not do justice to the good production years
of 1933-1936.
Except for the year 19 4 2 production in the field for
the 1940-1950 decade has been over one million barrels of
oil annually.

Port Barre then emerged as a main field.

This has caused the village to become an "oil field town."
The effect upon the population of Port Barre during this
decade was also great.
1,022.

Population rose from 588 residents to

This increase is more significant when it is noted

that the population for Ward 4 , in which Port Barre is
located, increased by only 126 residents.

Ward 3 , south of
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Port oarre, showed a decrease of 514 residents during the
same decade,

only Opelousas and Eunice, the two cities in

the parish, showed a great actual increase, although Port
Barre showed the greatest percentage gain.

None of the

other small town experienced such a growth.

Lake Pelto
Lake Pelto, like all the other field of Terrebonne
Parish, has affected only the city of Houma; therefore,
major discussion will be included in the discussion of
Terrebonne Pariah fields in the Deep Production Period.

All

the fields lie in the coastal marshes of the parish.
Ba YOU

ble u

Although there had been some indications of oil in the
Bayou Bouillon area, the cultural landscape in the swamps of
Iberville Parish had been little affected by oil production.
It was not until september; 1929, when the Bayou Bleu field
was discovered, that this landscape was altered.
The discovery of oil had some effects upon the city of
Plaquemine; however, Its greatest effects can be t e n by
viewing population trends in the small villages of
Maringouin and Grosse Tete.
Bayou Bleu emerged as an important field in 1941.
Throughout the decade production remained rather high.

The
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largest population increases hare also been recorded during
this period.

In 1940 Gross® Tete had & population of 362

residents; Maringouin had 708 residents,

karingouin had

been affected in the preceding decade and had increased from
319 inhabitants to 5 1 6 .

by 1950 population in Grosse Tete

had increased to 548 inhabitants.
to 898.

Maringouin had increased

These increases might appear inconsequential;

however, it must be remembered that these two villages are
located in the least habitable sections of Iberville Parish
and any increase would be important.

The importance of this

increase in the village of Maringouin is further realised
when it is noted that population for the ward decreased by
396 inhabitantsi

These increases were recorded at a time

when six of the nine wards of the parish were decreasing in
population.

Oil is definitely responsible for this increase

of population in a parish that is showing a decrease in
inhabitants.

PART THREE
DEEP PRODUCTION PERIOD

PART III
INTRODUCTION
This period is characterized by production from deep
wells ranging from depths of around 5 ,0 0 0 feet to over
15,000 feet.

It rang in a period of intensive drilling in

South Louisiana.

Most of our fields have been discovered

during this time.
This period was opened by the discovery of the White
Castle field, Iberville Parish, in October, 1929.

The

discovery well for the field was from flank production at
5,336 feet, a fact that qualifies it to open the period.
With few exceptions all new fields discovered since that
time have had initial productions from sands at depths of
5,000

or more feet.

During this time South Louisiana sur

passed North Louisiana in oil production and has led since
that time.
Many of the famous fields of Louisiana were discovered
during this period.

Among the more famous are Iowa, which

sky-rocketed to the top to be surpassed only by Jennings in
total production; Caillou Island, Terrebonne Parish’s famous
field; Leeville, down Bayou Lafourche; Bosco, Acadia’s second
largest; and the Texas Company’s Lafitte field, which ranks
with the leaders.

It has also seen significant renewed

activity in the old fields at Jennings, Vinton, Pine Prairie,
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Iberia, Sulphur Mines, East and West Hackberry, Port Barre,
lake Pelto, and White Castle,

It has seen the extension of

drilling into the Gulf of Mexico; a phase of development
that was significant enough to become a national issue.
At the time of this history, oil development is proba
bly at its peak,

Many more new fields have been discovered

during the past few years than in the many years before.
This can probably be attributed to increased perfection in
geophysical Instruments which detect the structures.

Today

it is rare that more than two or three dry holes are drilled
in a field before oil is discovered.

This can only be

appreciated when we remember that fifty-nine dry holes were
drilled at Hackberry before oil was discovered there.
Just as in the two preceding periods, the effect upon
population in surrounding areas was great.
evident near the larger producing fields.

Again it is most
The towns most

affected by fields discovered during this period were:
White Castle, Houma, Iowa, Cameron, Golden Meadow, Jennings,
Lafitte, and Jeanerette.

Other «reas were also affected but

not to such ah extent as these.
Areas near fields discovered during the two preceding
periods continued to feel effects of these discoveries.

This

was especially true of Jennings, which was experiencing a
"boom" period.

Hackberry, Lake Charles, Sulphur, and Hew

Iberia continued as oil centers.
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The discussion which follows will leave little doubt
that oil definitely influences population in surrounding
areas.

Population figures quoted will indicate that this

cannot be denied.

CHAPTER V
fields

discovered

d ur ing deep

production period

WHITE Castle, Ib ERVILLE PARISH "
1929
The white Castle dome is located in Township 11 South,
Range 12 East, in the swamps of Iberville Parish.

The field

is about twenty-two miles south-southwest of Baton Rouge.
The field may be reached by state Highway 253 from White
Castle*
The White Castle dome was discovered by seismograph by
the Roxana Petroleum Corporation for the Shell Petroleum
Corporation in 1926.
The discovery well, Shell’s Wilbert No. 3, was
completed in October, 1929* with an initial production of
seventy-five barrels of oil at 5>836 feet.

This well was

drilled on the west flank of the dome.
On Kay 2, 1930, Shell completed one of the best early
producers in the field, Wilbert’s No. E.
825 carrels of oil daily from 5,155 feet.

This well flowed
This was the only

well completed during 1930.
During 1931 and 1932 no wells were brought in.

In 1933

Shell brought in their Wiluert's No. 7, producing 650
barrels of oil at 5,500 feet.

During 1>35 and 1936 five

producers were completed, one producing 709 barrels daily.
69

70
in 1937 one more well was completed.
Between 1929 and 1937, the Shell Petroleum Corporation
was the only one in this field; however, in July, 1937, T. D.
Humprey began drilling their E. B. Adams No. 1 on the
southeast flank.
193$.

This well was abandoned as a dry hole in

During the same year Shell brought in two more

producers,
In 1938, Shell completed three additional producers.
The same number was completed in 1939.
In 1940, a third company entered the field.
the Jolly Petroleum Company.

This wae

Their well was completed at

8 ,9 6 0 feet with an initial production of 240 barrels of oil.
During the same year, Shell completed six additional pro
ducers.

Two were completed in 1941.

In 1943 and 1944 production was extended on the north
and west flanks by completion of four wells.

Wells drilled

on the southwest, northwest, and east flanks during this
period were plugged and abandoned.
This increased production in 1943 to 1,279,161 barrels
of oil, the first time the field had gone over the million
mark.

During 1944 this was increased to 1,445,062 barrels.

This decreased somewhat in 1945.
In 1946-47 the field was sxtended one-fourth mile on
the south flank.

Another well drilled one-fourth mile

south of the extension well was abandoned as a dry hole.
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At the end of 1949, fifty-two wells had been completed.
Thirty-nine of these were atill producing.

Accumulated^^

production through that year was 15,532,962 barrels of oil*
In 1949 the field produced 1,596,754 barrels of oil, more
than in any previous year.

Three wells were completed

during that year.
TABLe x x i

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES ( in b a r r e ls o f o i l )
FOR THE WHITE Ca s TLE FIELD

1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1933
1939

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1943
1949

13.366
299,994
294,979
194,660
195,000
192,605
195,959
334,402
490,927
592,396
626,262

614,136
929,676
913,259
1,279,161
1,445,062
1,256,497
1,023,097
1,241,072
1,595,726
1,596,754

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 15,532,962 Barrels of Oil
CAiLLou ISLAND, TERREBONNE PARISH u
1930

The C a i llo u Is la n d f i e l d , the only new f i e l d to be
d isco v e re d in 1930, i s lo c a te d in Township 22 S o u th ,
Range 20 E a s t , Terrebonne P a r is h , about t h i r t y - e i g h t m ile s
so u th e a st o f Houma.
seism ograph i n 1928.

The f i e l d was d isco v e re d by r e f r a c t i o n
The f i e l d i s e n t i r e l y covered by the
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water# of Timbalier Bay.
Company.

This field is owned by the Texas

In its early years it was sometimes referred to

as Timbalier nay; however, in 1933 a new field was
discovered in Township 23 Bouth, Range 21 East, Terrebonne
Parish, and is referred to as the Timbalier Bay field.
In 1929 the Texas Company drilled the first well in the
field; however, it was not successful.

The first successful

well, the Texas Company’s State-Caillou Island No. 2, was
completed on January 24, 1930.

Production for 1930 was

6 ,0 0 5 barrels of oil.
No production was reported for 1931 and 1932.
the Texas Company completed two large producers.

In 1933
This

brought production for 1933 to 3 4 0 ,0 0 0 barrels of oil.
The two large producers in 1933 resulted in prolific
activity in the following years.

In 1934 and 1935 ten

producing wells were completed on the eastern flank of the
field.

By 1937* thirty-four producers had been completed.

Production for that year was 6,405,633 barrels of oil, peak
year for that field.
Two producers were completed by the Texas Company
during 1933.

One of these, L L E-Caillou Island No. 1, had

an initial production of 1 ,0 5 3 barrels of oil.
In 1939 seven wells were completed.
producer was completed.

Again a very good

This was btate-Caillou Island No.

55 with an initial output of 1,365 barrels of oil.
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Much activity was carried on during 1940 and 1941.
During this period nine wells were completed by the Texas
Company, twelve more were recompleted, and six were drilled
as dry holes.
During 1944-45 production was extended one-fourth mile
northward on the west flank.

Production on the east flank

was extended one-half mile to the north and south.

One

test on the southwest flank was abandoned as a dry hole at

1 0 ,5 5 & feet.
During 1946 and 1947 the field was extended one-fourth
to one mole on all flanks.

Thirteen wells were completed

during this period.
Production decreased between 1937 and 1947; however,
it rose again in 19 4 6 and 1949 when production was extended
one-fourth mile on the northwest flank and one-fourth mile
on the east flank.

A total of twenty-seven wells were

completed during this period.
The field through 1949 had produced 51,654,969 barrels
of oil, ranking it fifth in total production in South
Louisiana.

In 1949, 4,139,050 barrels of oil were produced.

Production has been from Upper Miocene sands (3,700 to
11,672 feet).
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Ta b l e xxii:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE CAiLL0U ISLAND FIELD

1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

2,500,107
1,999,563
1,524,007
1,833,626
1,934,200
1,918,079
2,060,016
2,692,686
3,557,537
4,139,050

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

6,005
_ _

340,000
1,772,804
3,325,211
5,519,712
6,405,683
6,244,372
4,081,129

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 51,854,969 Barrels of Oil
IOWA, CALCASIEU AND JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISHES
1931
The Iowa dome is located in Sections 78 and 18 of
Township 9 South, Range 6 West, and Sections 12 and 13 of
Township 9 South, Range 7 West, on the boundaries of
Calcasieu and Jefferson Davis parishes.

It is located in

valuable rice country near the town of Iowa off U. S,
Highway 90,
The Iowa dome was discovered by torsion balance and
seismograph in 1929 by the Shell Petroleum Corporation.
The discovery well, Vacuum Oil Company’s B, T, Wait No.
1, was completed January 10, 1931.
300 barrels of oil from 5,008 feet.

Initial production was
The well was later

deepened to 6,958 to 6,971 feet and recompleted with an
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initial daily production of 1 ,5 0 0 barrels of oil.
in 19 3 3 the iowa field became the largest field in
Louisiana.

Luring the latter part of this year the field

was producing 1 8 ,0 0 0 barrels of oil daily, however, this
was reauced by proration regulations enacted during that
year,

a number of wells were completed during that year,

all with an initial output of about one thousand barrels of
oil daily.

This enabled annual production to rise from

478,230 barrels of oil in 1932 to 3 ,3 6 5 ,2 5 0 barrels of oil
for 19331
During 1934 and 1935 additional producers with pro
duction of 1 ,0 0 0 or more barrels of oil daily were
completed.

By 1935 annual production had risen to 7,301,786

barrels of oil.

Not since 1906, when the Jennings field

produced over nine million barrels of oil, had such high
production from any field been achieved1
During 1936 and 1937 twelve additional producers had
been completed to bring to fifty-nine the number of pro
ducing wells in the field.

Of this number, fifty-one were

flowing wells.
No new wells were completed during 1938.
completed two wells.

In 1939 bhell

Neither was near the initial daily

production of earlier wells.
Activity was increased during 1940 and 1941.

During

this period ten new producers were completed and thirteen
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more were recompleted.
Production since 1935 has been on a slow uecline
although it has always been consistently high,

oince 1933

annual production nas never gone below the two million
barrel mark.

Production for 1949 was 2,213,330 barrels of

oil, the lowest figure since 1932.
In accumulated oil production, the field ranks second
in Louth Louisiana.

Only the Jennings field has surpassed

its total of 67,376,160 barrels of oil, produced from one
hundred twelve wells.
During 1949 no new wells were completed in the field.
At that time forty-seven wells were still producing.

Seven

wells were abandoned during 1946 and 1949.
Production has been from Upper Miocene (3,600 to 6,200
feet) and Lower Miocene (7,050 to 10,170 feet) sands.
The bulk of the field is controlled by the Shell
Petroleum Corporation and the Magnolia Petroleum
Corporation.

The barnsdall Oil Company and the Gulf

Refining Company have also been active in the field.
Table xxiii

ANNUAL PRODUCTION figures (in barrels of oil)
FOR THe iowa field

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

23,250
476,230
3,365,250
5,259,030
7,301,786

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

6,661,537
6,329,772
5,589,185
4,392.623
3,442,778

77

TABLE xxiii:
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

1946
1947
1946
1949

3,394,905
2,507,194
2 ,929,006
3,307,332
2,725,736

2 ,488,873
2,491,442
2,476,911
2,213,330

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 67,374,160 uarrels of Oil

CAMERON MEaDOwS, CaMERo N Pa RISH
1931
The Cameron meadows salt dome is located in Township 14
Couth, Range 13 ^est, Cameron Parish.

It is located near

the town of Cameron and about forty miles southwest of Lake
Charles,

The field was discovered by seismograph in 1928

by the Vacuum Oil Company,
The first commercial producer was the Vacuum Oil
Company's well Cameron Meadows No. 2 which was completed in
1931.

It came in flowing 1,000 barrels of oil daily from a

depth of 5,273 feet.
produced.

In 1932, 23,840 barrels of oil were

The Burton outton Oil Company in 1933 brought in

a well flowing 1,500 barrels of oil daily.
interest in the field.

This aroused

In 1934 five producers were completed,

activity was carried on during the next three years by the
Texas Company, Burton Sutton Oil Company, and the Magnolia
Petroleum Company.

In 1941 the production area vas

extended into the south flank for the first time.

This was
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brought about by completion of magnolia Petroleum Company’s
Cameron meadows No, 30.

The well came in producing 400

barrels of oil daily at 5,722 feet.
Through 13h8 seventy-three wells bad teen completed.
None wore completed during 1949.

Through 1949 the field

had produced 11,466,000 barrels of oil.

During 1949,

237,802 barrels of oil were produced.

table xxiv: annual production figures in barrels of oil for
the cameron meadows fiels
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

9,820
23,840
42,000
421,423
l,06u,o03
1,857,028
1,471,418
1,263,417
780,686
703,860

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

828,191
660,7o3
636,745
478,927
391,923
331,432
265,108
219,090
237,802

leeville, lafourche parish
1931
The Leeville field is located in Township 21 South,
Range 22 East, Lafourche Parish,

It is situated on both

sides of ©ayou Lafourche, off the Grand Isle highway.

It

is approximately twenty-one miles by highway from the Grand
Isle resort.
The Leeville dome was discovered Ly refraction
seismograph in 1930 by the Louisiana Land and exploration
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Co m pany.
The discovery well was completed February 21, 1931» by
the Texas Company after two unsuccessful attempts to find
oil on the dome.

This well, i.L.h. Leeville ho. 2, came

in flowing 360 barrels of oil daily from sands at 3,628
feet.
The following year the Texas Company completed three
wells on the western side of uayou Lafourche.
in 1933 the Gulf defining Corporation entered the
field.

Light wells were completed that year.

One of these,

Gulf’s Community "o"had an initial production of 1,200
barrels of oil daily.
For the next three years the field was buzzing with
activity,

in 1934, fifty-two wells were completed; in 1935

nine were completed,

ay 1937, ninety-eight wells had been

completed.
Activity decreased during 1938 and 1939.

Three wells

were completed in 1938 and one in 1939.
During 1940 and 1941, seven wells were completed; six
by the Texas Company and one by the Dallas Petroleum
Company.

Also included during this period were nineteen

recompletione, most of them by the Texas Company and the

Gulf defining Company.
During 19 4 4 and 194$ a M W Oil sand was found on the
southwest flank at a depth of 11,400

feet.

This

extended

go
production about 1,400 feet on that flank.

Light producers

were completed during that period.
During 1946 and 1947 new oil sands were discovered at
6,300 to 10,535 feet.

Seven wells were completed during

these years.
In 1946 and 1949 the field was extended one-half mile
on the south flank of the dome.

This helped to increase

production which had been on a decline since 1936.
duction for 1949 was 1,924*610 barrels of oil.

Pro

Sixteen

wells were completed during that year to bring the total
number of wells completed to one hundred sixty-nine.

At the

end of 1949, one hundred fourteen of these wells were still
producing.
The accumulated production for the field through 1949,
was 35*064,154 barrels of oil.

Peak year was 1935 when

4*620,093 barrels of oil were produced.
TABLE XXV:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE LEEViLLE FIELD

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940

157,675
267,962
361,400
4,329,572
4,620,093
4,596,027
2,651*187
1,613,379
1,327,713
1,192,166

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1,612,125
1,013,365
1,254,411
1,427,027
1,564,316
1,380,864
1,576,735
1,813,319
1,924,816

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 35,084,154 barrels of Oil

LAKE WASHINGTON, rLAQUEKlNES PARISH
1931
The Lake Washington dome is located in Sections 19 end
30 of Township 20 South, Range 27 Last, and Sections 23, 26,
35» and 36 of Township 20 south, Range 26 East, Plaquemines
Parish.

In its early years it was referred to as the

Grande Ecallle dome.
dome.

It has also been called the Cockrell

The dome lies in the tiaal marsh area of the

Mississippi River within four miles of the Gulf of Mexico.
Lake Washington is off the east side of barataria Ray.
The dome was discovered in 1926 by refraction
seismograph.
In 1929 indications of sulphur were indicated while
the Humble Oil and Refining Company was drilling for oil.
This information was turned over to the Freeport Sulphur
Company.

This company, while drilling for sulphur, brought

in the first producing oil well on June 16, 1931.
was then turned over to Humble.

The well

This well, the Cockrell

Horan No. 3, had an initial production of 240 barrels of
oil from sands at a depth of 1 , 1 5 8 feet.
In 1934 six wells were completed.

One was abandoned

as a dry hole.
Between 1935 and 1 9 4 6 no additional producers were
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completed in the field.

Annual production for these years

ranged from 138,997 barrels of oil in 1942 to 5 0 1 , 2 1 1
barrels in 1935* peak year of production for the field.
Through 1949 all production had been from the caprock
of the dome at depths of 1 , 1 5 0 to 1,163 feet.
In 1949 two wells were completed.
year was 150,160 barrels of oil.

Production for that

Accumulated production

through that year was 4,333,946 barrels of oil.
TABLE x x v i

ANNUm L PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE La KE WASHINGTON FIELD

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

39,951
150,741

151,250

369,556

50 1,2 11

431,971
436,175
332,691
265,043
191,305

193,135
138,997
146,498
149,764

170 ,16 2

178,554
190,348
144,234

150,160

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 4,333,946 Barrels of Oil
GUeyDAN, ACADIA AND VERMILION PARISHES
1932
The Gueydan dome is located in Sections 27 and 34 of
Township 11 South, Range 1 Aest, in northern Vermilion
Parish,

it is just south of bayou Oueue de Torture and is

about fourteen miles southwest of Crowley.

The field may
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be reached by State Route 25.
The Gueydan dome was discovered by refraction
seismograph in late 1929 by a Pure Gil Company seismograph
party.
The first test, Pure Oil Company’s alliance Trust
Company Wo. 1, was abandoned in March, 1931 at- 6,594 feet.
Commercial production was obtained in April, 1932, when
Pure Oil’ 8 Alliance Trust Company No. 2 was completed.
Initial production was 200 barrels of oil from 3 , 5 5 2 feet.
This well was later deepened and recompleted on May 22, 1932,
with an initial output of $95 barrels at 4,009 feet.
other well was completed during this year.
producers were completed.

One

In 1933, three

In 1934 one well was drilled and

abandoned.
One small producer was completed by Pure Oil in 1937.
This well produced fifty-one barrels of oil daily.

Between

1933 and 19 4 0 no wells were completed.
Activity in the field was increased considerably in
1941.

Ten producers were completed during that year.

The

best producer brought in during that year was Fohs Company’s
Mulvey Irrigation Company No. 2 with an initial production
of 620 barrels of oil.

Fohs Oil Company and Inion Sulphur

Company entered the field during this year.

Production

increased to 533,995 barrels of oil during that year.
During 1943 production continued to increase.

Activity

continued in 1944 and 1945.

During this period a new oil

sand was discovered at 1 0 , 7 9 0 feet on the north flank of
the dome.

Production was extended into ^cadia Parish on

this flank.
flanks.

Dry tests were drilled on the east and south

Production for 1945 was 1,681,315 barrels of oil.

Production remained high for 1946, 1947, and 1948.
Three additional wells were completed during these years.
During 1949 a new high was reached when the annual pro
duction was 1 ,7 0 0 , 9 4 8 barrels of oil.
accumulated production through 1949 was 13,823,572
barrels of oil from forty-four wells.

Twenty-eight wells

were still producing at that time.
Pure Oil Company is the principal operator in the
field.

Oil is piped to the tiermentau River.

TABLE xXVII:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE GUEYDAN FIELD

1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

192,200

164,600
112,019
82,369
59,265
99,683
159,255
148,989
146,722

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

583,995
883,464
1,247,563
1,678,042
1,681,315
1,675,963
1,561,737
1,645,443
1,700,948

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 13,823,572 Barrels of Oil

DArrow, ASCension Parrish
1932
The darrow, or belle Helene, salt dome is located in
sections 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35, Township 10
bouth, Range 2 hast, Ascension Parish.
north of the town of Darrow.

It is immediately

It is about twenty-five miles

southeast of baton Rouge and may be reached by boat from the
Mississippi River or by automobile from State Highway 1.

It

is on the east side of the Mississippi River.
The dome was discovered in 1927 by a Gulf Refining
Company geophysics crew.
In 1929 the Gulf Refining Company drilled their belle
Helene bugar Company No. 1.

This well was abandoned as a

dry hole.
The discovery well, the Rio Bravo Oil Company’s O ’Neil
Community No. 1 , was completed on September 2 6 , 1932, with
a daily production of 855 barrels of oil at 4,035 feet.
This wall was deepened and abandoned the following year.
In 1934 the Humble Oil and Refining Company took over
the field as the sole operators there.

No wells were

completed during that year.
During 1936 four producers were completed.

One of these,

S. Gumbel No. 2, had an initial production of 1,272 barrels

*5
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of oil at 5 , 7 8 1 feet.
During 1937 five more producers were added.

An im

portant development during that year was the discovery of
deeper production on the south flank.
In 1938 two producers were completed.

Production was

extended on the southwest flank by completion of Humbled
Pauline Rose No. 1 .
During 1939 eight additional wells were completed.
Four of these had initial daily outputs of over 700 barrels
of oil.
During 1940 and 1941, four wells were completed; five
more were recompleted; and nine were plugged and abandoned.
Between 1944 and 1949 no wells were completed in the
field.

Production had declined from its peak of 1,022,334

barrels of oil in 1939 to 76,377 barrels in 1949.
Through 1949 the field had produced 7,494,621 barrels
of oil.

Production has been from Upper Miocene (4,250 to

7,000 feet) and Lower Miocene (8,259 to 8,261 feet) sande.
TAb l e

x x VIII

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE DARR0W FieLD

1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

263,396
526,210
706,644
1,014,912
1,022,334

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946

748,311
673,680
520,801
446,814
465,570
423,299
262,449

c\n
i

TaBLE xxVIII:
1947
1946

173,610
156,468

1949

76,377

accumulated Total Through 1949 - 7,494,621 Barrels of Oil
BosC0 FIELD, ACADIA PARISH ~
1934
Although the first oil well in Louisiana waa located
in Acadia Pariah (Jennings Field) it was not until
thirty-three years later that a second large field was
discovered in that parish.

This field was the Bosco field.

This field is now called the Bosco-Cankton field.
The Bosco field is located in Township 8 South, Range 3
East, in Acadia and St. Landry parishes.

The field is

about ten miles northwest of Lafayette and about the same
distance northeast of the town of Rayne.

The Pure Oil

Company located the field in 1929 with geophysical
instruments.
The first commercial producer in the field was the
Superior Oil Company’s P. O. Hernandes No. 1.

This well

was completed on April 26, 1934 at a depth of 7,950 feet.
Initial production was 750 barrels of oil and 450,000 cubic
feet of gas.
Here, in 1934, the largest and most complete drilling
rig ever used up to that time on the Gulf Coast was brought

in by the Superior Oil Company.

The rig was equipped with

a double set of drawworks and engines.

The crown block was

said to be the largest ever built up to that time.
In the first two years of the field seventy-nine wells
were drilled.

Of this total sixty-seven were oil producers,

two were gas producers, nine were dry holes, and one was
junked.

This oil came from six producing horizons.

All of

them produced both oil and gas*
Through 1943, seventy-two wells had been completed.

Of

these, forty-five were producing oil at the end of that year.
Peak year for the field was 1935 when 6,293,595 barrels of
oil were produced.
declined.

Since that time production has steadily

Production for 1949 was 372,175 barrels of oil.

Accumulated total for the field through the same year was
30,260,973 barrels of oil.
The bosco field is owned jointly by the Pure Oil
Company and the Superior Oil Company.

Superior operates the

field; the oil is piped to the Pure Oil Company’s terminal
on the toermentau River.
At the end of 1949, thirty-one wells were producing
oil.

No new wells have been completed during the past few

years.
TABLE xXIX:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE b0SC0 FIELD

1934

1,053,312

1935

6,293,595

TABLE XXII:

CQNTINU SD

4,531,663
3,017,625
2,080,342
1,689,273
1,723,226
1 ,5 0 6 , 6 2 1
1,377,307

1936
1937
1933
1939
1940
1941
1942

1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1,094,719
1,045,920
1,002,069
1 ,0 7 2 , 3 0 0
960,079
379,242
372,175

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 30,260,973 Barrels of Oil
lake hermitage, plaquemines PARISH
1934
The Lake Hermitage field is located in Sections 1, 2 ,
11, and 12, Township 13 South, Range 25 Hast, Plaquemines
Parish, a few miles north of the Bar&t&ria Bay#

This field

has never been an Important oil producer.
The Lake Hermitage salt dome was discovered in 1923 by
refraction seismograph by the Gulf Refining Company,
In 1933 the Texas Gulf Sulphur Company drilled for
sulphur; however, these operations were abandoned later in
the same year.
The discovery well, Oulf Refining Company’s Lafourche
Basin Levee District No. 1, was completed May 1 6 , 1934*

The

well had an initial output of thirty barrels of oil at 4 , 1 5 6
feet.

Production for that year was only 444 barrels of oil.
Luring 1936 and 1937 one well was completed.

duction for 1937 dropped to 15,244 barrels of oil.

Pro
No wells

were completed in 1936.

Production for that year dropped

still more.
In 1939 one small producer was completed by the Gulf
defining Company to increase production for that year.
Curing 1941 Gulf completed another small producer.
other well was recompleted.

One

Gulf*s Lafourche Basin Levee

No. 13 was abandoned as a dry hole.
No wells were completed during 1942, 1943» and 1944.
In 1945 one well was completed.

A new gas condensate was

found at 11,400 feet about one-half mile woutheast of pro
duction.

Oil production rose only slightly during that

year.
During 1946 a new gas condensate sand was discovered
on the west flank.

This extended production one-half mile.

This enabled production to increase to 9,100 barrels the
following year.
No wells were completed during 1946.
ducer was completed during 1949.

One small pro

Production for that year

was 4,916 barrels of oil.

Between 1934 and 1949 only eight

wells had besn completed.

These had produced 167,G63

barrels of oil.

At the end of 1949 only one well was still

producing.
Ta BL e x x x

annual

PRODUCTION F I G U R E (in barrels of oil)

FOR the lake hermitage field

TABLE XXX:

CONTINUED

1936
1937
1936
1939
1940
1941
1942

23,027
15,244
10,565
19,924
9,312

1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

6,360

2,649

1,343
1,337
1,615

9,100

7,050
7,233
4,916

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 187,668 Barrels of Oil
ROANOKE, JEFFERsoN davis Pa RISH
1934
The Roanoke field is located in Lections 1 , 2 , 11, 1 2 ,
13, and 14, Township 9 Louth, Range 4 West, Jefferson Davis
Pariah, off U. S. Highway 90.

It is about six miles

northwest of Jennings.
The Roanoke dome first attracted attention because of
surface indications.

In 1928 a torsion balance crew of

Vacuum Oil Company defined the dome.

This was later con

firmed by reflection seismograph.
The first well, drilled in 1933, was abandoned at 5,121
feet.

The discovery well, Bhell Petroleum Corporation's

Joseph kratser No. 1, was completed May 24, 1934.

Initial

production was 1 , 0 2 5 barrels of oil from sands at 8 , 6 6 5 to
8,682 feet.
By the end of 1937, thirty producing wells had been
completed.

The field produced 2 ,1 3 4 , 3 4 8 barrels of oil

in 1 9 3 6 , peak year of production, and 1 ,8 6 2 , 2 0 5 barrels in
1937.

activity was carried on by Humble Oil and iiefining

Company and the Shell Petroleum Corporation.
During 1938 three wells were completed by Humble.
Producing depths ranged from 8,825 to 8 , 8 5 0 feet.

No wells

were completed during 1939.
Most of the activity in 1940 and 1941 consisted of
recompletions.

Only one new well, Humbled Martin Kratser

No. 7 , was completed.

This well produced 407 barrels of oil

daily from 7,940 to 7,945 feet in Lower Miocene sands.

This

activity enabled production, which had been on a decline, to
rise slightly; however, it dropped again the following year.
During the 1945-46 period production was extended for
one-fourth mile on the northeast flank,
production on the southeast flank.

a dry hole limited

During this period ten

additional wells were completed to help raise sagging pro
duction.
During 1947 one producer helped to increase the annual
production for that year to near the one million mark;
however, the following year it dropped again and has been on
a decline since that time.

The 1949 production was 498,211

barrels of oil.
By the end of 1949 the field had produced a total of
14,730,182 barrels of oil from forty-six completed wells.
No wells were completed during that year.

At that time five

93
wells were flowing and sixteen were on artificial lifts.
Production has been from Lower Miocene sands at depths
ranging from 6,260 to 8,850 feet.

Six producing sands have

been discovered.
The oil from the Humble wells is shipped by pipe line
to the Standard refinery at baton Rouge.

The Shell oil is

piped to their terminal on the Calcasieu River near Lake
Charles.
Ta b l e xxxI:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES lin barrels of oil)
FOR THE ROANOKE FIELD

1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941

1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

237,666
1,590,035
2,134,348
1,862,205
1,284,424
790,634
614,171
628,769

611,292
602,282
765,621
836,856
920,072
809,561
544,035
498,211

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 14,730,182 Barrels of Oil
GiLLIS - ENGLISH BAYOU, CALCASIEU PARISH 1934
The Gillis-English Bayou dome ie located in Sections
11, 12, 13, and 14, Township 9 South, Range 8 West,
Calcasieu Parish.

It is seven miles northeast of Lake

Charles off U. S, Highway 171.

G IL L IS

The Gillis area of the dome is located in Sections 11
and 12.

Surface indications and geophysics led to the dis

covery of the dome in 1931.
The discovery well for the field was the Union Sulphur
Company’s barbe estate Wo. 2, completed October 12, 1934,
with an initial output of 240 barrels of oil at a depth of
6,760 feet.

One other well was completed that year.

The years 1935 and 1936 saw much activity in the field.
During these years fifty wells were drilled (Oillis and
English bayou combined).

Of these, forty-four were

completed as oil producers; one as a gas well; and five as
dry holes.

During 1936 the Gillie area produced 2,218,479

barrels of oil.
Beginning in 1937 production figures were combined
with those of the adjacent English Bayou area.

Combined

production for 1937 was 5,073,525 barrels of oil.
In 193# and 1939 no new wells were drilled in the
Gillie area.

Three were drilled in the English Bayou area

in 1936 and two in 1939.

Production, however, declined for

these years.
During 1940 and 1941, twelve completions were recorded
for the dome,

ttoet of these were in the English Bayou area.

During the same period seventeen wells were recompleted to
94

ar
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try to increase the sagging production; however, it
continued to decline.
By the end of 1945 a total of one hundred twenty-two
wells had been completed in these two fields,

hone were

drilled during 19 4 4 and 1945.
During 1946 six wells were completed in the field.
more were added during 1949.

Four

This increased production from

171,115 barrels of oil in 1947 to 2 3 6 , 0 1 6 barrels in 1949.
Accumulated production through 1949 was 23,863,629 barrels
of oil.
Oil from the field is transported to the Union Sulphur
Company’s tank farm on the Calcasieu River.
ENGLISH BAYOU
The English Bayou area of the Gillis-English Bayou dome
is located in sections 13 and 14.

It was discovered in 1933

by torsion balance and reflection seismograph.
The first producing well was Fohs Oil Company’s A. H,
Castle No. 1 .

It was completed February 6 , 1935 with an

initial production of 1,400 barrels of oil from sands at
7,042 to 7,067 feet.
wells were completed.

During the same year nine additional
In 1936 and 1937 a total of thirty-

one additional wells were drilled.

The English Bayou area

alone in 1937 produced 2,655,046 barrels of oil.

For

drilling and production figures after 1937 see the Gillis
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area above*
Ta BLe xxxii:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURE (in barrels of oil)
For THE GILLIs - ENGLISH BAYOU FiELD

1934
1935
1936
1937
193&
1939
1940
1941

1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

43,362
2,220,364
5,642,362
5,073,525
3,155,997
2,194,133
1,561,435
1,304,363

350,347
439,366
304,742
215,200
135,986
171,115
228,951
236,016

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 23,883,829 Barrels of Oil
FOUR ISLE BAY, TERREBONNE PARISH
1934
The Four Isle salt dome is located in the Gulf Coast
marshes of Township 21 South, Range 16 East, Terrebonne
Parish.

It has not as yet been an important producer.

The dome was discovered in 1927 by refraction seismo
graph by the Louisiana Land and Exploration Company.
The discovery well for the field was the Texas
Company's Louisiana Land and Exploration Company No. 4.
was completed November 21, 1934.

It

Initial production was

2,350 barrels of oil at 5,642 feet.

Production for that

year was 23,820 barrels of oil.
During 1935 the Texas Company completed another well to
increase production to 59,320 barrels of oil, a figure that

was not even approached until 1949, when it was surpassed.
During 1936 production dropped sharply,

by 1938

production had fallen to 1 , 2 3 6 barrels of oil and the field
was abandoned.
In 1947 the field was reopened.
completed during that year.

Two wells were

The field produced 5,615

barrels of oil.
During 1948 production was obtained from the east
flanks from Miocene sands of depths ranging from 1 1 , 1 4 0 to
12,466 feet.

The field was extended one-half mile north

and one mile south.
and six in 1949.

Two wells were completed during 1948

In 1949 the field reached peak production

of 1 9 3 , 5 6 5 barrels of oil, over half of the accumulated
total of 333,119 barrels of oil.

A total of twelve wells

had been drilled in the field through the same year.
TABLE xxxIII:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE FOUR ISLE BAY FIELD

1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941

28,820

59,020

11,018

2,418

1,236

...
...
...

1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

...
...
. . .
mm

mm

mm

» «

mm

5,615
31,427
193,565

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 333,119 Barrels of Oil

LAFITTE FIELD, JEFFERSON PARISH
1935
The first new field to be discovered during 1935, which
was also the first field in Jefferson Parish, was to become
one of the most important on the Louisiana Gulf Coast.

This

was the Lafitte field located in Township 17 South, Range 24
East, Jefferson Parish, near the small town of Lafitte on
State Route 30.

The field has sometimes been referred to as

the ot. Dennis field.

It is owned entirely by the Texas

Company.
The Lafitte dome was discovered by reflection seismo
graph in 1933 by the Texas Company, who proceeded to explore
for oil.
The discovery well, the Texas Company’s L- L. <k E.
Lafitte No. 1 , was completed May 16, 1935.

Initial pro

duction was 1 , 1 0 0 barrels of oil through a one-fourth inch
choke.

Producing depth ranged from 9,556 to 9,572 feet.

Two other wells were completed during 1935 with initial
outputs of 1 , 0 3 0 and 1,800 barrels of oil.
In 1936 and 1937, fifteen oil wells were completed.
Production by 1937 had reached 4 ,1 3 8 , 1 1 1 barrels of oil.
The 1938-39 period saw increased activity in the field.
No less than nineteen wells were completed during this
98
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period.

Of these, three had an initial production of over

1,000 barrels of oil.

Five more were over the 500 mark.

One well, the Texas Company’s L. L. & E. Lafitte No. 13, had
an initial daily production of 1,690 barrels of oil.

The

same company’s Fladison Realty Company D 2 produced 1,460
barrels of oil.
During 1940 and 1941 the Texas Company completed
fifteen producers.

Five other wells were recompleted.

Between 1937 and 1949 this remarkable field has main
tained an annual production of over four million barrels of
oil except for 19 4 2 when it went slightly below this mark.
During the 1944-45 period no additional wells were
completed in the field.
In 1946 and 1947 five additional wells were completed.
At that time sixty-five of the sixty-nine wells that had
been completed were still producing.
During 1946 three wells were completed.
were added in 1949.

Seven more

Production for that year was 4,017,171

barrels of oil.
Through 1949 the field had produced a total of

6 1 ,1 7 8 , 9 2 2 barrels of oil to rank it fourth in accumulated
production for South Louisiana fields.

Only Jennings, Iowa,

and Vinton surpassed it.
Production is from Upper Miocene sands at depths of
4,400 to 10,415 feet.

Oil from the field is piped to the Texas Company
terminal on the Mississippi River at Gretna.
TabLE xXXIV:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE LAF1TTE FIELD

1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942

iy43
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

644,944
2,724,454
4,136,111
5,862,647
4,748,479
4,601,485
4,539,122
3,747,260

4,684,036
4,448,036
4,186,341
4,376,810
4,359,651
4,099,452
4,017,171

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 61,178,922 Barrels of Oil
TEPETa TE, aCaDlA PARISH
1935
The Tepetate, or Basile field, followed Boaco in Acadia
Pariah discoveries.

This field led to the discovery of the

Aest Tepetate and North Tepetate fields.
The Tepetate field was discovered by geophysics in
1934.

The first producer was completed on August 14, 1935*

This well was Continental Oil Company's Theogene Ortego No.

1 , drilled to 8,313 feet.

Initial production was 4 5 4

barrels•
During 1935 four producers were completed with a total
production of 120,186 barrels of oil.

Peak year for the

field was 1937 when 2,097,087 barrels of oil were produced.

101

Production for 1938 was only slightly less.
time production has gradually declined.
barrels of oil were produced.

Since that

In 1949, 813,893

Accumulated production

through the same year was 16,587,310 barrels of oil.
proven area of the field is 1,240 acres.
seventy-four wells had been completed.

The

Through 1949
Of these, forty-

three were still producing at the end of that year.

Pro

duction has been from Lower Miocene sands.
In the early years of the field the oil was transported
by pipe line to a point on the west side of the Calcasieu
River below Lake Charles,

It was then shipped by tanker

to the company's refinery at Baltimore,

The company now has

a refinery at Lake Charles,
Also located in the field are a gasoline plant, which
has a capacity of 10,000 barrels of oil per day, and a
pressure-maintenance plant whereby the gas is recycled into
the producing formation,
TABLE UXVi

ANNUAL PRODUCTION PIQDRES tin barrels of oil)
FOR THE TEPETATK FIELD

1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942

120,186
1,418,830
2,097.087
1,979,182
1,827,508
1,572,817
1,420,869
993,251

1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

863,690
730,775
618|383
605,972
747,282
744,585
813,893

Acouaulatad Total Through 19A9 - 16,5*7,310 Barr.l. of Oil

V

GARDEN

is l a n d

bay,

p l a quem i n e s

PARISH

1935
The Garden Island Bay field is located in Sections 37,
38, and 39, Township 23 South, Range 33 East, and Sections
101, 107, and 108, Township 23 South, Range 3?- East,
Plaquemines Parish.

It is located at the southeast tip of

the pariah in the tidal marsh area of the Mississippi River
delta.

The field is owned entirely by the Texas Company.

The salt dome was discovered in 1 9 2 8 by refraction
seismograph by the Texas Company.
The Texas Company drilled fifteen dry holes between
1929 and 1935.
11, 1939.

The discovery well was completed September

This was the company’s Garden Island Bay No. 16

with an initial production of 1 , 7 5 0 barrels of oil from
sands at a depth of 4,930 feet.

Production for the initial

year of the field was 5 2 , 3 0 5 barrels of oil.
In the 1936-37 period seven oil producers were
completed.

Eight wells were producing at the end of 1 9 3 7 .

During 1938 and 1939 thirteen additional producers were
completed by the Texas Company.

Two of these had initial

daily productions of over 1,000 barrels of oil.

The Garden

Island Bay No. 25 produced 1,637 barrels of oil.
During 1940 and 1941 considerable activity was carried
102
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on.

in that period thirteen new producers were completed

and thirteen others were recompleted.
During 1942 and 1943 activity continued.

Production,

which had gone over the one million mark in 1940, continued
to rise and in 1943 reached a peak production for the field
of 1,355,574 barrels of oil.
During 1944 production declined somewhat but rose
again in 1945.

During 1945 production was extended one-half

mile northward along the southwest flank.

Eight wells were

completed during this period.
In the 1946-47 period the field was extended one-half
mile west.

During this period five additional producers

were completed.

Production declined a little but still

remained above one million barrels.
In 19 4 8 two wells were completed.

Pour more were

added in 1949 to make an accumulated total of sixty-six
completed wells and 15,074,51V barrels of oil.

For 1949

annual production was 1 ,5 1 3 , 2 3 5 barrels of oil.
TABLE x x x v i . ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE GARDEN ISLAND BAY FIELD
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940

52,305
310,884
606,212
627,538
591,834
1,108,093

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946

1 , 229,211
1,257,904
1,355,574
1,126,427
1,139,682
1,171,695
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Ta BLE xxxvi:

CONTINUED

1947
1948

l,295,04o
1,358,883

1949

1,513,235

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 15,047,519 Barrels of Oil
ST. MARTINVILLE, ST. MARTIN PARISH 1935
The St. Martinville field is located in Townships 10
and 11 South, Range 6 East, St. Martin Parish.

It is about

two miles west of the city of St. Martinville.
The St. Martinville dome was discovered by surface
geology and refraction and reflection seismograph in 1934 by
the Independent Exploration Company.
The completion of the discovery well on November 6 ,
1935, proved an area that had been teasing operators since
the early 1920's.

This well, Tidewater Associated Oil

Company's Smede No. 1 , had an initial production of 450
barrels of oil from a depth of 5 , 5 8 2 feet.
only well completed during 1935.
produced 34,910 barrels of oil.

This was the

During 1935 the field
This oil was produced from

Miocene sands.
During 1936 and 1937 a total of nine wells were drilled
in the field.

Of these, six were dry holes.

Three others

produced oil a short while and were also abandoned.
Between 1938 and 1944 there was little activity in the
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field.

Production declined to 55,869 barrels of oil in

1944.
In the 1944-45 period a new gas-condensate sand was
found on the north flank.

A nev^ oil sand was found on the

northwest flank at 9,750 feet.
3,000 feet.

This extended production

Seven wells were completed during this period.

Luring 1946 a new oil sand was discovered in Miocene
sands at 4,700 feet.
during this period.

Seven additional wells were completed
Production rose in 1947 to 167,069

barrels of oil.
Activity continued during 1946 as eight additional wells
were drilled,

None were exceptional producers; however, they

did enable the field to reach its peak proauction figure of
287,506 barrels of oil.
In 1949 activity subsided somewhat.

Three wells were

drilled to bring the total number of completed wells for the
field to twenty-seven; sixteen of which were producing at
that time.

Production declined during 1949.

Accumulated

total through that year was 2,323,263 barrels of oil.

TABLE XXXVII:

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE ST. wARTINVILLE FIELD

1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

34,910
304,221
213,032
248,977
203,853

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944

124,169

1^5,695
59,891
57,057
55,869
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Ta BLE xxxVII:

CbNTIHUED
1948
1949

77,369
140,970
187,069

1945
1946
1947

287,506
222,675

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 2,323,263 Barrels of Oil
CHENEYVILLE FIELD, RAPides PARISH

'

1935
The Cheneyville field is located in Township 1 South,
Range 2 East, Rapides Parish, U. S, Highway 71, near the
city of Bunkie.

It is sometimes referred to as the Bunkie

field.
The salt dome was discovered by reflection seismograph
in 1933 by the Independent Exploration Company.
The discovery well, Amerada Petroleum Corporation*s
Weil Land Company No. 1, was completed November 19, 1935
with an initial production of ninety-six barrels of oil from
sands at 5,704 to 5,725 feet.

Production for 1935 was 8,220

barrels of oil.
During 1936 three producers were completed.
of 1937 four wells were produoing.

By the end

Production decreased

during that year.
In late 1937 drilling was started on the east flank.
During 1938 and 1939, fifteen wells were completed; two in
1938 and thirteen in 1939.

These wells were drilled by four

1

different operators.
During 1940 and 1941 the field reached its peak in both
activity and production,

in this period twenty-cne wells were

completed and eight additional ones were recompleted.

Of the

twenty-one wells completed seventeen were completed during
1940.

In 1941 peak production of 1 ,0 0 5 , 2 7 3 barrels of oil

was reached.
Since 1941 production and activity have decreased con
siderably,
1949.

Production dropped to 176,769 barrels of oil in

Through that year forty-nine producers had been

completed; sixteen of which were still producing.

Accumu

lated production for tne field is 6,645,623 barrels of oil.
The oil from the field is piped to the Standard
refinery at Baton Rouge.
Production has been from Sparta and Cockfield sands at
depths ranging from 9,133 to 9,199 feet.
Operators in the field have been the Amerada Petroleum
Company; S. W. Richardson; Texas-Canadian Oil Company; and
Gulf Refining Company.

TaBLE xxxyiii

ANNUAL PRODUCTION FIGURES (in barrels of oil)
FOR THE CHENEYV1LLE FIELD

1935
1936
1937
1933
1939

8,220
161,356
97,172
152,815
358,323

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944

963,323
1,005,273
370,314
323,569
750,750

TABLE XXIVII;

CONTINUED
1948
1949

430,936
247,682
298,136

1945
1946
1947

250,490
176,769

Accumulated Total Through 1949 - 6,645,628 Barrels of Oil
JEANERETTE, ST. M a RX PARISH ^
1935
The last field to be discovered in 1935 was the
Jeanerette field, located in Township 13 South, Range 9 Bast,
St. Mary Parish, about five miles southeast of the city
Jeanerette.

of

It is unusual in that it is owned completely by

a group of independents.

The dome was located by surface

indications and reflection seismograph in 1935*
The discovery well, Herton Oil Company*s S. B, Roane
No. 1, was completed December 23, 1935, with an Initial
production of 750 barrels of oil at 7,498 feet.

This was the

only well drilled that year.
During 1936 eleven wells were completed.
year ten more wells were completed.

The following

Production for that year

rose to 2,272,418 barrels of oil, peak year of production
for the field.
One well was completed in 1938 and one more in 1939.
Production began to decline during these years.
During 1940 and 1941 the Herton Oil Company began

working over existing wells,
during this period,

Bight wells were recompleted

one new producer was completed in 1941.

during 1944 and 1945 production was extended threefourths of a mile on the south flank.
continued to decline.

Production, however,

Two wells were completed during this

period.
By 1949 production for the field had cropped to 179,436
barrels of oil.

The accumulated total through that year

was 12,792,250 barrels from a total of forty completed
wells.

At that time twenty wells were still flowing,

During 1943 and 1949, five wells were completed, none
were important producers.
Tne set-up of the Jeanerette field is ideal.

It is on

the Bayou Teche, a natural water-outlet leading to the
Intercoastal Canal, and only a short distance off b . 0.
Highway 90 and the Texas and Hew Orleans uailroad.
Table:

xxxlx

annual production figures (in barrels of oil)

for the jeanerette field
1935
1936
1937
1936
1939
1940
1941
1942

993,522
2,272,418
2,543,507
1,776,199
1,199,969
980,621
976,681
668,528

Accumulated Total Through 1949

1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1943
1949

616,615
474,963
331,639
270,203
320,939
<57,561
179,436

12,792,250 Barrels of Oil

CHAPTER vi

populaTION:

DEEP PRODUCTION PERIOD
WHITE castle

White Castle, like Bayou Bleu in the same parish,
really "came into its own” in the 1940’s; however, unlike
Bayou Bleu, it was producing steadily during the 1930’s.
Here again the effects of oil are well illustrated.
Between 1920 and 1930 the village of white Castle had de
creased in population.

With the discovery of oil people

began moving into the village.

By 1940 the population had

not only regained lost population but had surpassed the 1920
figure by 126 inhabitants.

By 1950, after a decade in which

production increased to over a million barrels annually,
population had Increased by 147 residents.

During this

decade, Ward 1, in which White Castle is located, had
decreased in population by 814 inhabitants’
.

Only by empha

sising this decrease can the importance of the increase in
White Castle be realised,

as

mentioned previously, Qrosse

Tete and Maringouin experienced a similar increase.

All

this occurred in a parish experiencing a population
decrease• Again oil was directly responaible for the
Increase in population.

110

TBHhEBONME

parish

fields

All the fields of Terrebonne Parish are discussed to
gether because they have all affected the same city.
Practically all of them are located in the coastal marshes
and have played a part in the development of the city of
Houma and ward 3.
Population figures for Houma have been affected by the
seafood industry; however, the greatest gains are directly
attributable to the oil industry.

In very few places has oil

influenced the population to such an extent.
Oil was first discovered at Lake Pelto in 1929; however,
greatest developments have occurred during the last fifteen
years.

This development is synonymous with population

Increases.

In 1930 the population in Ward 3, in which Houma

is located, was 9,299 residents.
rieen to 22,558*

By 1950 this figure had

During this time oil production had soared

with the discovery of such fields as Caillou Island, Four
Isle Bay, Gibson, Lirette, Bay Baptiste, South Houma, and
others in the 1930*8, and of a number of other fields during
the 1940*e.

In 1937 over 6,000,000 barrels of oil were

being produced in the parish.

Production between 1930 and

1939 was 50,751,505 barrels of oil.

This gain was marked by

a rise in population in Ward 3 by over 5,000 inhabitants for
the same decade.
People of Houma point with pride to the oil industry of
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the pariah,

early ae 1936 "The hew Louisiana” said, "hut

as

it is to oil that Terrebonne looks for great industrial
development.

Already the oil field payroll has amounted to

#85,000 a month with 1,000,000 tons of oil a year being
shipped through Port Texaco, from the Lake Barre and Lake
Pelto fields."
All recent fields are located in the coastal marshes}
consequently, the families of the workers reside in Houma,
between 1940 and 1949 seven new fields were discovered in
the parish.

Population also began to rise.

During the same

decade the number of residents in Ward 3 rose from 13,307
to 22,558 residents.

During the same decade five of the ten

wards of the parish decreased in population.

It is evident

that these have not been affected in the least.
Houma has also become a center of administrative office
for the oil companies, and for supply houses.

These are

also direct results of the oil industry and have contributed
to the increase in population in the city Itself.
IOWA
In the discussion of population in Calcasieu Parish fields
in the sarlier periods, the Iowa field was omitted.

Hers the

influence has been on the village of Iowa and not on Lake
Charles and Sulphur.
population of

Lake

It has had an indirect effect upon the

Charles since the field is serviced by
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Lake Charles supply houses.
The 1930 census figures give the Iowa population as
1,546 residents.

At that time it was an agricultural

village not far from Lake Charles,

between 1930 and 1940

Iowa was transformed into an oil-field town.
rose to 1,953 inhabitants.

Population

This was due entirely to oil

field developments, although the village is still a small
agricultural center.

During this decade only the three

wards, the city wards of Lake Charles, Sulphur, and De Quincy
showed a greater increase in population.

Two wards

experienced decreases.
Between 1940 and 1950 production in the Iowa field has
been slowly decreasing; consequently, population gains for
this decade were only half that of the preceding decade.
Four other wards had greater increases.

The population

during this period, although definitely influenced by oil,
was also Influenced by the rise of industry in the Lake
Charles area.
Cameron meadows
Cameron has long been a fishing center in the southern
part of Cameron Parish.
the same —

Population, however, remained about

around 1 ,4 0 0 residents.

In 1931 an event

occurred that was to change the complexion of the town.
This was the discovery of the Cameron Meadows field.
tivity wa. gr.ata.t b.tv.«n 19 3 0 and 1940.

Ac-

Again population
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increases were greatest during the same decade.

The number

of Inhabitants in ward 3 (Cameron) rose from 1 ,4 2 3 in 1930
to 2,109 in 1940.

This increase was not entirely a result

of development in the Cameron meadows field but also ae a
result of the discovery of the bweet Lake field in 1926 and
the Creole field in 1936.
Production in the Cameron meadows field has been on a
steady decline since 1941.
a decrease in population.

This would generally result in
Since 1941, however, several

fields have been discovered in the Cameron area.

Thus

population figures show a rise of over one thousand resi
dents between 1930 and 1940,
as

mentioned previously Cameron is also a fishing and

trapping town.

Population has not been much affected by

these industries, since the number of workers in each has
remained relatively stable.

Practically all the increases

have been a result of oil development.
LeeViLLLe
It is difficult to determine the influence of the dis
covery of oil at Leeville.

Most of the influences have been

on the town of Golden Meadow, where the workers reside.

The

problem is difficult because this part of Lafourche Parish
has been tremendously aifectea by the shrimping industry,
bince practically all the other wards have also been
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affected by that industry, relative increase in each of the
wards will be discussed.

Lafourche Parish was redistrieted

in 1941j therefore, 1950 figures have been omitted.
In 1920 Ward 1C (Golden meadow and Leeville) had a
population of 4,934 inhabitants,

as a result of increasing

importance of the shrimping industry this rose to P,014
inhabitants.

Ward 10 had supplanted 'Ward 2 as the most

populated ward in the parish (1920-1930).

Light of the ten

wards of the parish showed a decrease in population.
Between 1930 and 1940 gains were registered in all but two
of the wards*

Several of these wards were influenced by the

discovery of fields nearby in the late 1930,s.

These fields,

including Valentine, Lake Long, Baceland, Bayou Lea
Allemands, Golden Meadow, Lafourche Crossing, and Delta
Farms, are not discussed in this paper since they were dis
covered after 1935.

They have played a large part in the

population increases shown for 1940.

None of ths wards

experienced the population gains that Ward 10 did.
lation increased by over 2,000 inhabitants.

Popu

Much of this was

a result of the Leeville development in the parish.

A large

portion of the increase is also a result of the discovery
and subsequent development of the Golden

meadow field*

It,

too, was instrumental in increasing the population of the
Golden Meadow area.

lake WASHINGTON, La KE HEr MITAGE, GARDEN ISLE BAY
The discussion on population in these three areas is
limited because Plaquemines Parish was redistricted in 1934.
Lake Washington and Lake Hermitage have never been Important
producers; therefore, the effect upon the population has been
negligible.

Other fields, such as Venice, Grand Bay,

Quarantine Bay, and others, have had a greater effect upon
the population of Plaquemines Parish.

Development of the

sulphur industry has also been very important.
Garden Isle Bay, with an annual production of over one
million barrels for the 1940’s, had a greater effect than the
two fields previously mentioned.

The field, along with other

fields in the area, lias had a part in the rise of the small
towns of Burus and Venice.

In Buras we find a combination

of orange growers and oil-field workers.

Both have been

important.
GUEYDAN
The Queydan field, located in Acadia and Vermilion
parishes, and the West Gueydan field, located wholly in
Vermilion Parish, have had a small effect upon three towns:
Crowley, Kaplan, and Gueydan.
near the oil fields.

These towns are all located

It is practically impossible to

determine to what extent they have been influenced by oil
116

117
since all three are predominantly rice towns.

Then, too,

with the workers living in three different towns, the effect
in each was small.
The Gueydan field was discovered in 1932; the West
Gueydan field in 1938.

During this decade, the population

in Gueydan rose from 3*989 inhabitants in 1930 to 4*208 in
1940; Crowley (Ward 6 Acadia Parish) from 10,155 to 12,075;
and Kaplan from 5,052 to 6,175 inhabitants.
The Gueydan field began producing over a million barrels
of oil annually during the 1940*e.

During the same period

population in Gueydan decreased by 79 inhabitants; Crowley
(Ward 6/ increased to 15*200; Kaplan increased to 6,970.
Ho assertion is made that these figures were very
greatly affected by oil development.

Undoubtedly, there was

some small effect; however, practically all the increase can
be attributed to increased agricultural activities.
DarroW
Darrow, like Sorrento in the same parish, has never
been an important producer.

Only for 1938 and 1939 was

production over a million barrels annually.

The accumulated

total is only a little over seven million barrels of oil.
With such meager production the effect upon the area is
slight.

The field Is still on the decline and whatever

effect the oil industry did have upon the area has
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practically been erased.

Although the oil industry defi

nitely leaves its marks, most of the people employed in the
fields are transients and only affect the census figures
whenever the census is taken during high production years.

bosCO AND TEPETa TE
These fields are taken together since they are both in
Acadia Parish.

By discussing them together it is easier to

compare population trends in these wards with those in other
wards of the parish.

The two are also similar since both

were, and still are, agricultural or "country" wards.

Both

reached peak production in the 1930's.
The Bosco field had its greatest effect upon the popu
lation in the hamlet of Bosco and the town of Rayne; the
Tepetate field was responsible for the hamlet of Tepetate.
The latter also had some effect upon the nearby town of
Basile in Evangeline Parish.
Between 1930 and 1940 Ward 1, in which the Bosco field
is located, showed a population increase of 840 residents.
Between 1940 and 1950 population rose by 901 residents.
latter decade was one in which production declined.
the reason for this rise in population?

The

What is

Perhaps much of the

increase can be credited to agricultural developments.
Where, then, would oil come in?

In reviewing production

figures it is seen that the years 1935-1938 were years of
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greatest drilling activity.

Thus many workers, who came

into the area during these years, had moved on to other
fields when the 1940 census was taken.
marks upon the area.

They have left their

Many of the local workers have since

left the area to move on with the drilling rigs.
Ward 7, in which the Tepetate field is located, well
illustrates the close connection between oil and population.
In 1930 Ward 7 had a population of 2,949 residents.
this had risen to 3 l 9 4 residents.

By 1940

During the next decade

production dropped — — and so did population.

For this ten

year period the population decreased by 633 inhabitants.
The total population of 2,561 was only slightly above the
1920 population figure of 2,479 inhabitants.
It is difficult to compare trends in these wards to
that in other wards, since some of the neighboring wards
were also being affected by oil.

It is remembered that the

Jennings field (Ward 4) was experiencing its second boom.
The Gueydan, North Crowley, and South Crowley fields had an
effect upon Ward 6 (Crowley)•
ROANOKE
The Roanoke field had its greatest effect upon the city
of Jennings, which has already been discussed in an earlier
period.

Let it suffice to say that Roanoke played its part

in the large population increase experienced by Jennings
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between 1930 and 1940.

Practically all of the workers lived

in Jennings; however, some of them resided in the small
village of Roanoke,

borne of these families have lingered

on, although today Roanoke is primarily an agricultural
village.
Gillis-english Ba YOU
Like Roanoke, the Gillis-English Bayou field has played
a role in a bigger drama.

It is one of the fields responsi

ble for the growth of Lake Charles as an oil center.

This

growth has been discussed in an earlier chapter.
The production in the field had some effect upon the
immediate area; however, again most of the workers resided
in the city of Lake Charles.

The effects of the field upon

population during the 1940* 8 diminished as production
decreased.
LAFITTE
The L&fitte field, one of the most important in the
state, has been largely responsible for the increase in
population in Ward 6, Jefferson Parish, although the
development of Grand lele as a resort has had little effect,
ftost of the population in the Grand Isle area is not
permanent.
Between 1930 and 1940, Ward 6 showed a greater gain in

121
population than five other wards in the parish,

h 11 the

other wards were located near the parish of Orleans.

This

can only be fully appreciated when it is pointed out that
there are no towns in ward 6,

The village of Lafitte is the

only settlement in the ward that can be given the dubious
distinction of being called a village.
In the decade 1940*1950 population again showed a
healthy increase for such an undesirable area.

This time,

however, with many new industries coming into the New
Orleans area, Ward 6 was not able to keep pace with the
wards nearer New Orleans.

The increase it has enjoyed can

be attributed mainly to oil developments in the Lafitte
field.
ST, marTINV1LLE
The St. ftartinville field has never been important
enough to have any effect of any importance upon the popu
lation in that area.
St. martin Parish, as a whole, has never been an
important oil-producing area.

Only Anse La Butte, which was

discovered previously, developed as an important producer.
As a result of this only the town of Breaux Bridge shows the
effects that oil can have upon population.

CHENEYVILLE
The Cheneyville field is the northernmost field
discussed in this paper,

it is located in the southeast

corner of Rapides parish.

South of Cheneyville is the Eola

field, discovered in 1939.
In the decade 1920-1930 population in Ward 3 showed a
decline.

During the next decade oil was discovered.

population increased by 237 inhabitants.

The

This is signifi

cant in view of the fact that four wards in the parish
(Wards 4, 5» 6* and 9) were decreasing in population.
Between 1940 and 1950 production in the Cheneyville
field declined rapidly.
population.

This was paralleled by a decline in

By 19^0 population had declined to 5»406

residents, the lowest it had been since before the turn of
the century.

This drop is only partly attributable to the

decline in the oil production,

touch of it was part of a

decline that affected four other wards of the parish and
which saw Rapides drop from fourth in population in the
parishes of Louisiana to fifth.

Although Rapides gained

inhabitants, it could not keep pace with the other large
parishes.
JEa NERETTE
The Jeanerette field is a relatively unimportant field.
122
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Only between 1937 and 1943 aid it produce oil in any
appreciable quantities.

Its peak years, however, did have

a great effect upon the population of Jeanerette.
Between 1935 and 1940 there was considerable activity
in the field.
lation,
gain.

There was also a considerable rise in popu

Ward 8 (Jeanerette) showed the greatest ten year
This was an increase of 1,295 inhabitants.

early 1940fs production began to decline sharply.
lation also began to increase more slowly.
the gain was only 2 7 5 inhabitants.

By the
Popu

For this decade

The discovery of the

Charenton field in 1936 and the Worth Jeanerette field in
1943 were perhaps responsible for this increase.

The 275

increase appears insignificant but it looms large when it
is observed that during the last decade six of the nine
wards of the parish decreased in population.

CONCLUSIONS

The first thirty-five years of oil development in South
Louisiana paved the way for the rise of the state as the
third largest oil-producing state in the Union.
many, otner oil fielas have been discovered.

Since 1935

The effect

upon the population is about the same as in fields discussed
in this thesis.
The most important oil fields of this period were:
Dennings, Vinton, Iberia, Hackberry, CailJou Island, Iowa,
Leeville, and Lafitte.

Through 1949 these fields had pro

duced an accumulated total of 525#514,#50 barrels of oill
Other fields have been nearly as important as those mentioned.
In reviewing the namea of the oil fields it is observed
that increases in population caused by oil wae greatest in
these areas.

These towns were Jennings, Vinton, New Iberia,

Hackberry, Houma, Iowa, Golden Meadow, and Lafitte.
Lake Charles is omitted.
number of smaller fields.
field supply town.

Only

Lake Charles was affected by a
It also became an important oil

Numerous supply houses along Highway

U. S. 90 attest to.this.
as more fields are discovered, population in these areas
will continue to increase.

When fields decline in pro

duction, so does population decline.

Oil-field workers,

although they definitely increase populations, usually do
124
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not live in one area more than several years.

Their im

portance in any individual area ie brought out only when the
census years coincide with peak years of production.
It is noted also that when fields are located in
uninhabited areas, such as Lake Pelto in Terrebonne Parish
and Black Bayou in Cameron Parish, the effect upon the
population in these areas ie negligible.
felt, however, in other towns.

The effects are

Such has been the case in

most of the Terrebonne Parish fields.

Houma has often been

the benefactor, although in some instances a few of the
workers reside near the fields.
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